
Heathwood Lower School Newsletter 
October 2020 

 

Well, we’ve only been back a few weeks but the summer seems a distant memory! The children have returned full 

of energy and enthusiasm and have embraced the exciting learning in each class. 

 

It has been a real pleasure to get to know our newest children in Class R, they have settled in really well and we 

are all very proud of them. 

 

Thank you for your continued effort with school uniform, most children are certainly looking very smart and 

showing how proud they are to belong to Heathwood Lower School. ☺  Please ensure your child has a tucked-in 

shirt, and that collars and ties are fixed properly before they come into school. 

 

Attendance has been superb so far and the competition is on to ‘win’ Heathwood the Attendance Bear – well done 

in September to Classes 3 and 4 (100% last week) for the greatest weekly attendances. 

 

Thank you for helping us with social distancing at the gates and being so prompt. With our combined efforts we 

are managing to get all the children into class in the mornings and out at the end of day in 10 minutes; as  a 

result we will be slightly altering the gate times from next week (Monday 12th October) as follows: school gates 

are open in the morning between 8.55am and 9.05am, and in the evening between 3.25pm and 

3.35pm. Only one adult per child please, but if your child is in Class 1,2,3 or 4 we now expect 

them to be dropped in the morning with a member of staff at one of the gates - you do not 

need to come in. Due to the risks around us and in order to keep everyone safe, we would 

like to ask all adults to wear a face mask when you drop off and pick up.  
 

If you are late, please bring your child to the Office where we will mark him/her in. Only one adult is permitted 

in the foyer area at any one time, so you may have to wait. Please note that a face covering MUST be worn in the 

school foyer.  

 

Have a great month, 

Susanne Dove 

                                              Pre-School News 

Well, here we are back at Pre-School and having fun with our learning. Well done to all our returning children                                       

after the extended break … you have been superstars! We have also had                         

several children start at Pre-School and are happy to say that they have all                           

settled very well and are enjoying their sessions with us. It is lovely to see so                               

many happy children and for the Pre-School to be its usual busy self.   

We have made the most of the better weather since we have been back, and                             

here are some of us having a wonderful time outside after the children had                           

independently set up a train and decided they were going on a journey!                         

Brilliant collaborative work and play.   

                               Application for Schools 

 

Lower School Applications and Middle School Transfers – Deadline is Friday 15th January 2021. 

School admissions for 2021 are now open, and Central Bedfordshire will be publicising the message widely over 

the coming months, including making parents aware of all open evenings for prospective pupils. 

There is NO automatic transfer - parents must apply for all school places to their local authority. 

If you have a child born between 1st September 2016 and 31st August 2017 and you are interested in a place at 

Heathwood, please call the School Office on 01525 377096. 

………………………………Heathwood Virtual Tour coming soon………………………………. 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOLS will be releasing virtual tours w/b 23rd November 2020 - No on-site tours will be planned. 

 



Council News 

Congratulations to all our newly elected Council members. I know all the Councils will work hard and do a great 

job with their plans for the forthcoming year… 

 

School Council: Working Together To Make A Better Environment 

We promise to work hard to make  our whole learning environment the best ever!  

 

Fairtrade Council: If Fairtrade Works For You, It Works For Me. 

We promise to make people healthy and fit by organising weekly tuck shop, and Fairtrade Fortnight. 

 

Rights Respecting Council: Let’s Make Every Day A Brighter Day! 

We promise to focus on the following conventions: Everybody has the right to feel safe. Everybody has a right 

to play. Everybody has a right to education. 

 

Sports Council: Be More Sporty, Never Give Up! 

We promise to enjoy our new equipment, look after it and to organise lunchtime clubs. 

 

Eco Council: ECO Saves The Day. 

We promise to have no single use plastic at Heathwood, to keep our school litter free, and to save energy. 

 

Parent Communication 

Thank you for returning our correspondence about Text and Email so promptly. Obviously, during these 

challenging times, we are using these as our first point of contact for sharing news and delivering messages. 

Teachers are always happy to receive an email via the Class email address (e.g. Class4@heathwood.beds.sch.uk), 
but may I remind you that Teachers are busy teaching all day and marking the childrens’ super learning so may 

not get back to you straight away. If you have an urgent email, please contact the office as usual. 

Sports News 

We are thrilled with our new playground equipment and are continuing with our Daily Mile activity.  Each day, 

classes go to the field and walk, skip, jog or run around our all-weather track.  This continues to be a really 

positive part of our day. 

School Games Platinum Award 

We have received the School Games Platinum Award again this year! This shows our commitment to sport and we 

are proud of everything we are achieving.  Congratulations to the Sports Council, Mr Dicker and Miss Romaine 

for all their hard work to achieve this recognition. 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 

October 

 

9th -  Harvest Assembly 

 

26th - 30th Half Term 

 

 

November 

 

11th -  Yr 4 Remembrance in 

Church Square (to be confirmed) 

 

13th - Children in Need (details to 

follow) 

 

 

 

Harvest Assembly 

Harvest Festival is an annual celebration  that occurs around the time of the 

main harvest. In Britain, thanks have been given for successful harvests 

since pagan times. Harvest festival is traditionally held on the Sunday of, or 

nearest to, the Harvest Moon.  

In British schools, people bring in produce from the garden, the allotment or 

farm. The food is often distributed among the poor and senior citizens of the 

local community, or used to raise funds for the church, or charity. 

 

Due to restrictions, we will be having a socially distanced Harvest Assembly on 

Friday 9th October and then donating the gifts from our Harvest Festival to 

the Leighton Buzzard Food Bank. The charity provides food parcels to 

vulnerable families in Leighton Buzzard and the surrounding area.   

 

Non-perishable Harvest gifts (including personal care and cleaning items) may 

be brought into school any time from now onwards, to add to our collection. 

 

mailto:Class4@heathwood.beds.sch.uk
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Headphones 

Children in Classes 1 – 4 require 
their own set of headphones 

(named please) to use in 

school daily.  There is no need 

to buy expensive ones. 

‘Over the head’ headphones are 

much more appropriate for 

children in Classes 1 and 2.  

We have a small supply of 

‘earbud’ style earphones for 

sale  in the Office at £3.00 per 

pair. 

School Diaries 

I have checked all the children’s school diaries this week and was thrilled to 

see so much support for reading at home. Do please remember to sign and 

comment every time you read with your child at home, working in partnership 

really does make a difference.  

 

There is a vast amount of information in the diaries, please take some time 

to look through with your child and sign the relevant pages at the front, I 

noticed that many of them are still blank.  

 

Please encourage your child to look after their diary, they are costly and we 

will have to charge £3.50 for any that are lost. 

Thank you for your cooperation with this. 

 

School Milk 

If your child would like to have 

milk at school in the coming 

term from ‘Cool Milk’ 

 please see their website 

(www.coolmilk.com)  
for details on how to register. 

Language of the term 

This term I have set a challenge for the children to let me know what 

languages they know or have remembered.  There are speech bubbles available 

(by the Language of the Term display) and I am really hoping that some of the 

children can present their knowledge which will then go on display and they will 

earn a merit and/or house points.  Some ideas are: 

Phrases or words that they know; 

How long it takes to fly there;  

The flag of the country; 

Some of the foods that the country is famous for; 

What sports they play; 

Any particular festivals they enjoy 

What the country is like … 

Anything they know about the language, country and people that live there.  

   

Rewards and Celebration 

At Heathwood we have a House Point system, our ‘Houses’ are Squirrels, Foxes, Rabbits, and Badgers - your child 

will know which house they are in. Points are awarded in class, in assembly, at playtimes and lunchtimes.  The 

points are collected and counted weekly by the House Captains and celebrated on Fridays. The House with the 

most points at the end of each term is awarded a House Mufti day. 

 

We continue to award Merit certificates for Active Learning. 

  

On Fridays at 9.00am we hold a Virtual Celebration Assembly, this is to recognise ‘Good Work’ 

and ‘Star Writer’ or ‘Amazing Mathematician’ -  a pencil  to the ‘Star Writer’ and a 

mathematical reward to the ‘Amazing Mathematician’ in each class every other week. 

 

And of course, Heathwood the Bear is awarded to the class with the best weekly attendance. 

Pupil Premium Grant 

If you believe that you may be entitled to claim Pupil Premium Grant for your child and you do not already do so, 

or if you are not sure, please contact Central Beds Council to lodge an application.  

Tel: 0300 300 8306 or  customers@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

If your family is ‘hard pressed’ you may be eligible for this grant; the school uses this funding to support your 
child’s learning in a variety of ways, it can also cover some of the cost of Wrap Around Care and school 

meals.  

Do please speak to Mrs Wilkins in the Office or contact Mrs Dove. 

 

mailto:customers@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk


For September there were two challenges set; 

1.  To review the best part/s of being at home during the extended break and 

present that in a powerpoint presentation or a video recording and send it in via the 

class email address. 

2.  The second challenge was to make either a podium or display case for our 

new Good Conduct Cup which has measurements of 20cm height and its base is 9.5cm 

wide.  

I know we have all been very busy getting back to school and our usual routines but we have only received one 

challenge for each of the challenges set.   So, a very well done to Freya (Class 2) for her Podium for the Good 

Conduct Cup and Carina (Class 1) for her Powerpoint presentation; they will both receive their certificate and 

challenge reward during the next good work assembly. 

 

Meanwhile please encourage your child to have a go at the new challenges I have set.   

  

● Capture October; take a photo or create a picture/painting of what October means for you. 

● On the 16th October it is World Food Day which reminds us that food is a basic right for 

everyone.  Write out and decorate a recipe for your favourite meal.   

 

And one from Miss O’Reilly…..”I know that lots of you have produced some amazing art work at home, 

please send some in to me to display for everyone to enjoy.” 

 

Please remind your children that they can earn themselves some house points by setting a challenge for the rest 

of the school.  Have a super time challenging yourself and enjoy the next month in school.   

Mrs Elaine Dicocco 

 

Money Raised for Charity 

We have recently raised £118.70 for Jeans for 

Genes Day by wearing denim to school.  

Thank you for all your kind donations. 

Term Dates 2020/21 

Autumn 

Monday 7th September 2020-Friday 23rd October 2020 

Tuesday 3rd November 2020-Friday 18th December 2020 

 

Spring 

Tuesday 5th January 2021-Friday 12th February 2021 

Monday 22nd February 2021-Friday 26th March 2021 

 

Summer 

Tuesday 13th April 2021-Friday 28th May 2021 

Monday 7th June 2021-Friday 22nd July 2021 

 

 

INSET Days 

Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th September 2020 

Monday 2nd November 2020 

Friday 4th January 2021 

Monday 12th April 2021 

 

Monday 3rd May 2021 May Day Bank Holiday  

Thursday 6th May 2021 Local Elections 

 

Enrichment 

Every Friday afternoon the children in Classes 1-4 

continue to join in with ‘Enrichment activities’.  

 

Because we are still socially distancing, instead of 

children being grouped in House teams, they are 

staying in their Class BUBBLES and take part in a 

different activity each week (Enrichment activities 

might include Photography, Den building, Cooking, 

Gardening...do ask your child what activities they 

have enjoyed so far).  

“We are really enjoying the Enrichment afternoons 

because they are great fun, and we learn new 

exciting skills!” 

 



 

Our  Value  for  October  is 

         RESPONSIBILITY 

● The ability to make and act upon appropriate and sensible decisions 

 

● To recognise the consequences of one’s actions 

 

● To take care of oneself and one’s property 

 

In school our pupils are often given jobs to do which they are encouraged to see through and do to the best of 

their ability. We will consider the importance of looking after ourselves and our possessions. We will stress the 

need to take responsibility for the way we behave and encourage our pupils to make the right choices. 

Responsibility in a global sense will be discussed and consideration given to how we as a school could make the 

world a better place,  

 

At home during this month you may like to assign your children small jobs which they are responsible for 

completing eg. keeping a tidy bedroom, setting the table, dusting, feeding pets etc.  They could also be 

responsible for making sure they have everything they need for school each day. All that is needed is praise for 

a job well done! 

   

“We are made wise not by the recollection of our past, but by the responsibility for our future.” 
George Bernard Shaw 

WOW! 

Let us know how your child has demonstrated this month’s Value 

of Responsibility at home. 

Community News 

Barnardo’s ‘See, Hear, Respond’ service 

See, Hear, Respond is a service provided across England by Barnardo’s and other national and local 

community-based organisations in response to the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. 

 

See, Hear, Respond, provides support to children, young people and their families who aren’t currently seeing a 

social worker or other agency, and who are struggling to cope with the emotional impacts of coronavirus 

(COVID-19). See, Hear, Respond will support from pre-birth up to 18 years of age and those with special 

educational needs under the age of 25. 

 

See, Hear, Respond will contact every referral made, so no child is missed. Help is available in one or more of 

four ways: 

 

● an online hub of support and information  

● online counselling and therapy 

● face-to-face support for those most affected and at risk of some of today’s most pertinent issues, such 

as criminal exploitation, and 

● helping children and young people reintegrate back into school 

You can access via the ‘See, Hear, Respond’ service self-referral webpage 

or Freephone 0800 151 7015. 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/georgebern161863.html?src=t_responsibility
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/g/george_bernard_shaw.html


Home-Start Parent Mentoring Support Service  

Home-Start is a registered charity and has been supporting families since 1984 through a number of services including 
groups, parenting programmes and parent volunteers. 

What is it? 

The Parent Mentor service is funded by Central Beds Council for families with children with special educational needs 
(SEND). Volunteer Parent Mentors who have themselves got experience with children with SEND can offer one to one 
support for a period of time (usually six weeks) to other parents with children with additional needs. Children do not 
have to have a diagnosis. 

Our volunteers have been through an initial training 
course and also receive ongoing training and 
supervision. References and DBS checks have also 
been taken up. 

What kind of support can they offer? 

This will be tailored according to the family’s needs 
but could include: 

● Emotional support – someone to talk to who 
“gets it” 

● Help and guidance with navigating the 
pathways to access Neurodevelopmental 
services such as CAMHS, paediatricians and 
speech and language services 

● Signposting to and accompanying for initial 
sessions to support groups and other 
services 

● Signposting and help with finding other 
support services such as SENDIASS and 
specialist organisations 

At present our support is via phone or online but 
once it is safe to do so we will offer home visiting 
support again. 

Who can refer? 

Parents can refer themselves or be referred by a professional 

What will happen? 

A Co-ordinator (who supervises the Parent Mentors) will get in touch with the family to talk through what the family’s 
needs are and to discuss the kind of support that would be helpful. A Parent Mentor will then be matched with the 
family with a clear set of outcomes to achieve. 

Contact 

www.home-startcentralbeds.org.uk Email: office@home-startcentralbeds.org.uk Tel: 01582 660061 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTguMjczNTQyNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmhvbWUtc3RhcnRjZW50cmFsYmVkcy5vcmcudWsvIn0.z66oohoPpiHzC072MxuQVROGEONh94N5Ejs0_T9_bzo/s/1184726904/br/85507871019-l
mailto:office@home-startcentralbeds.org.uk


Parent Space 

 

 



 

 


