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Well, we’ve only been back a few weeks but the summer seems a distant memory! The children have returned full

of energy and enthusiasm and have embraced the exciting learning in each class.

It has been a real pleasure to get to know our newest children in Class R, they have settled in really well and we

are all very proud of them.

Thank you for your continued effort with school uniform, children are certainly looking very smart and showing

how proud they are to belong to Heathwood Lower School.☺ Please ensure your child has a tucked-in shirt,

and that collars and ties are fixed properly before they come into school.

Attendance has been good so far and the competition is on to ‘win’ Heathwood the Attendance Bear – well done

in September to Class 2 who have won the Heathwood Bear three weeks in a row for the greatest weekly

attendance.

Thank you for continuing to help us with social distancing at the gates and being so prompt. With our combined

efforts we are managing to get all the children into class in the mornings and out at the end of day in 10 minutes.

If you have a child in Class R please begin to encourage them to walk to their classroom - you do not

need to come in. If you are late, please bring your child to the Office where we will mark him/her in.

Have a great month,

Jackie Wright

Pre-School News

Hello again, we are very happy to say that our new starters in Pre-School have settled

very well and are joining in with our existing children who have been having

tremendous fun with their learning and exploration. We have been making the most of

every opportunity (with the better weather) to be outside with our learning. The

children have had a lot of fun and have been exceptionally busy in the mud pit and with

the mud kitchen. The amount of pancakes, ice-creams, soups, pies and even some

spaghetti bolognese we have been offered is almost unbelievable! Here are some of

our happy learners in action.

Application for Schools

Lower School Applications and Middle School Transfers – Deadline is Saturday 15
th

January 2022.

School admissions for 2022 are now open, and Central Bedfordshire will be publicising the message widely over

the coming months, including making parents aware of all open evenings for prospective pupils.

There is NO automatic transfer - parents must apply for all school places to their local authority.

If you have a child born between 1
st

September 2017 and 31
st

August 2018 and you are interested in a place at

Heathwood, please call the School Office on 01525 377096.



Council News

Congratulations to all our newly elected Council members. I know all the Councils will work hard and do a great

job with their plans for the forthcoming year…

School Council: Working Together To Make A Better Environment

We promise to work hard to make  our whole learning environment the best ever!

Fairtrade Council: If Fairtrade Works For You, It Works For Me.

We promise to make people healthy and fit by organising weekly tuck shop, and Fairtrade Fortnight.

Rights Respecting Council: Let’s Make Every Day A Brighter Day!

We promise to focus on the following conventions: Everybody has the right to feel safe. Everybody has a right

to play. Everybody has a right to education.

Sports Council: Be More Sporty, Never Give Up!

We promise to enjoy our new equipment, look after it and to organise lunchtime clubs.

Eco Council: ECO Saves The Day.

We promise to have no single-use plastic at Heathwood, to keep our school litter free, and to save energy.

Dates for your Diary

October

1st -  Harvest Celebration Recording

shared

7th - Photographs (individual)

8th - Yr 4 Sing for Fun at Gilbert

Inglefield (details to follow)

25th - 29th Half Term

November

11th - Yr 4 Remembrance in Church

Square

12th - Children in Need (details to

follow)

Harvest Assembly

Harvest Festival is an annual celebration  that occurs around the time of

the main harvest. In Britain, thanks have been given for successful harvests

since pagan times. Harvest festival is traditionally held on the Sunday of, or

nearest to, the Harvest Moon.

In British schools, people bring in produce from the garden, the allotment

or farm. The food is often distributed among the poor and senior citizens

of the local community, or used to raise funds for the church, or charity.

Due to restrictions, we will be recording our Harvest Celebrations and

sharing it with you via email on Friday 1st October simply click on the link to

download the recording.  We are asking for donations of dried food

products, tins and other essentials which we will then donate to the

Leighton Buzzard Food Bank. The charity provides food parcels to

vulnerable families in Leighton Buzzard and the surrounding area.

Non-perishable Harvest gifts (including personal care and cleaning items)

may be brought into school any time from now onwards, to add to our

collection.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Festival
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pagan


Headphones

All children (Classes R–4) require

their own set of headphones

(named please) to use in school

daily.  There is no need to buy

expensive ones.

‘Over the head’ headphones are

much more appropriate for

children in Classes R,  1 and 2.

We have a small supply of ‘earbud’

style earphones for sale in the

Office at

£3.00 per pair.

School Diaries

It is lovely to see so much support for reading at home. Do please

remember to sign and comment every time you read with your child at home,

working in partnership really does make a difference.

There is a vast amount of information in the diaries, please take some

time to look through with your child and sign the relevant pages at the

front, I noticed that many of them are still blank.

Please encourage your child to look after their diary, they are costly and we

will have to charge £3.50 for any that are lost.

Thank you for your cooperation with this.

School Milk

If your child would like to have

milk at school in the coming term

from ‘Cool Milk’

please see their website

(www.coolmilk.com)

for details on how to register.

Pre-Loved Uniform

We presently have a great supply of pre-loved uniform in school.  Please ask

at the School Office if you would like to purchase any uniform for a small

donation.

We currently have available jumpers, cardigans, trousers, skirts and

pinafores.

Rewards and Celebration

At Heathwood we have a House Point system, our ‘Houses’ are Squirrels, Foxes, Rabbits, and Badgers - your child

will know which house they are in. Points are awarded in class, in assembly, at playtimes and lunchtimes.  The

points are collected and counted weekly by the House Captains and celebrated on Fridays. The House with the

most points at the end of each term is awarded a House Mufti day.

We continue to award Merit certificates for Active Learning.

On Fridays at 9.00am we hold a Virtual Celebration Assembly, this is to recognise ‘Good Work’

and ‘Star Writer’ or ‘Amazing Mathematician’ -  a pencil      to the ‘Star Writer’ and a

mathematical reward      to the ‘Amazing Mathematician’ in each class every other week.

And of course, Heathwood the Bear is awarded to the class with the best weekly attendance.

For September we had two challenges set; a Design challenge of making a catapult

from materials from your home and a Creative Shape Challenge of turning a shape into

a superhero.  Well done to Olivia D (P-S) and Morgan (Yr 2) both of whom

completed the two challenges.  Well done also to Mabel (Yr 1) and Carina (Yr 2) for

completing the shape hero challenge and Amaia (Yr 2) for her super catapult.   I also

should mention both Freya and Melissa (P-S) who created their own shape heroes.  A super ‘Well Done’ to all!

Here are your October challenges:

● Construction Challenge: Using recycled materials, build a bridge that stands on its own and will hold

two standard sized cans of baked beans.

● Creative Challenge: Using any material, or mix of materials, create your own decoration for

Halloween.  It can be 2D or 3D … be as creative and as imaginative as you can.

Don’t forget to take a photograph of our creations and send it in to me using preschool@heathwood.beds.sch.uk

or office@heathwood.beds.sch.uk. I very much look forward to seeing your challenges - Have fun!

Have a super time challenging yourself and enjoy the next month in school.

Mrs Elaine Dicocco



A Special Note : Design a Heroes Postage Stamp

The Royal Mail have announced the 120 children who have made it to the regional finalist stage of

the competition.  There were an incredible 606,049 entries received from children across the UK,

with an amazing 7,479 schools taking part.

Whilst our children (who entered their designs) did not make it that far, the children will be

receiving a certificate as they all contributed towards a GUINNESS WORLD RECORDS™ title

for the largest postage stamp design competition!

Prime Minister Boris Johnson said: “It is of great credit to the children of this country that in world
record breaking numbers they picked up their paint brushes, pens and paints and paid artistic tribute
to the heroes of our coronavirus response. Their brilliant efforts represent the collective gratitude
of the nation to everyone who went above and beyond during the pandemic. Congratulations to all

those who have made it to the next round and thank you to everyone who has taken part.”

Pupil Premium Grant

If you believe that you may be entitled to claim Pupil Premium Grant for your child and you do not already do so,

or if you are not sure, please contact Central Beds Council to lodge an application.

Tel: 0300 300 8306 or customers@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

If your family is ‘hard pressed’ you may be eligible for this grant; the school uses this funding to support your

child’s learning in a variety of ways, it can also cover some of the cost of Wrap Around Care and school

meals. Do please speak to Mrs Wilkins in the Office.

Money Raised for Charity

We have recently raised £105.90 for

Jeans for Genes Day by wearing

denim to school.

Thank you for all your kind

donations.

Term Dates 2021/22

Autumn

Monday 6
th

September 2021 - Friday 22
nd

October 2021

Monday 1
st

November 2021 - Friday 17
th

December 2021

Spring

Wednesday 5
th

January 2022 - Friday 11
th

February 2022

Monday 21
st

February 2022 - Friday 1
st

April 2022

Summer

Wednesday 20
th

April 2022 - Friday 27
th

May 2022 Monday

6
th

June 2022 - Friday 22
nd

July 2022

INSET Days

Wednesday 1
st
, Thursday 2

nd
and Friday 3

rd
September 2021

Tuesday 4
th

January 2022

Tuesday 19
th

April 2022

Monday 2
nd

May 2022 - May Day Bank Holiday

Enrichment

Every Friday afternoon the children in

Classes 1-4  continue to join in with

‘Enrichment activities’.

Children from each class visit a different

Teacher every week and take part in a

different activity. Enrichment activities are

planned to further enhance our broad and

balanced curriculum and include science

investigation, singing, cooking and wellbeing

...do ask your child what activities they have

enjoyed so far.

mailto:customers@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk


Our  Value  for  October  is

RESPONSIBILITY

● The ability to make and act upon appropriate and sensible decisions

● To recognise the consequences of one’s actions

● To take care of oneself and one’s property

In school our pupils are often given jobs to do which they are encouraged to see through and do to the best of

their ability. We will consider the importance of looking after ourselves and our possessions. We will stress the

need to take responsibility for the way we behave and encourage our pupils to make the right choices.

Responsibility in a global sense will be discussed and consideration given to how we as a school could make the

world a better place,

At home during this month you may like to assign your children small jobs which they are responsible for

completing eg. keeping a tidy bedroom, setting the table, dusting, feeding pets etc.  They could also be

responsible for making sure they have everything they need for school each day. All that is needed is praise for

a job well done!

“We are made wise not by the recollection of our past, but by the responsibility for our future.”

George Bernard Shaw

WOW!

Let us know how your child has demonstrated this month’s Value

of Responsibility at home.

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/georgebern161863.html?src=t_responsibility
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/g/george_bernard_shaw.html
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