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Welcome to May. We are thrilled to feel that things are beginning to get back to ‘normal’ and are so proud of
our whole school community; the feeling of togetherness and support for each other has been evident in these
difficult and challenging times; it is greatly appreciated and I thank you all.
In school we are continuing to be cautious in order to avoid any closures, by keeping to our Bubbles, limiting
visitors, and staff are conducting Lateral Flow testing twice every week. When we are able (COVID allowing), we
will begin to consider some of our more traditional school events but we will need to continue to be cautious .
In the meantime, stay healthy, be safe, and in a world where you can be anything - be kind.
Susanne Dove
Head Teacher
Pre-School News
Well done to our new children who have settled into Pre-School very well. Here is a
photograph of some of our new children having fun; exploring and talking with our new
Pre-School Practitioner Julie, who is really loving the role!
We are very busy as always, having fun with our
learning and exploring all the activities.
We have turned our den into an ‘under the sea
world to fit in with our topic and the children have been exploring and
letting us know what they know about the things that live there.
Don’t forget to check out the school website; go to the Pre-School section, then Pre-School Curriculum and you
will find the topic overview showing examples of the activities and learning your child/ren will be doing this term.
Healthy Heathwood
Our annual Healthy Heathwood Fortnight begins after half term (7th-18th June). During these 2 weeks we have
a whole school focus on PSHE, Healthy Lifestyles (Food, Sport and Exercise, ) and Relationship Education . We
follow the Channel 4 All About Me: Living and Growing programme for age appropriate sex and relationship
education (which is now statutory). As we were in Lockdown this time last year, we will be catching up on last
year’s content, teaching two episodes this year.

Dates for your Diary

May
17th and 18th - Virtual Parents’ Evenings
3.40pm-6.15pm
28th Bikeability (Class 4)

June
7th-18th - Healthy Heathwood Fortnight
18th - PTA Fathers’ Day Gifts
July
5th and 9th - Year 4 to Caldecotte Xperience
7th and 8th - School Transfer Days (Moving Up Days)
9th - Year 3 to Caldecotte Xperience

Staff News
We were pleased to welcome Miss Romaine back from
maternity leave after Easter - she has returned to
teaching in Class R on Thursdays and Fridays.
School Uniform
We are very proud of our School and one of the ways
that we show this is by looking smart in our School
Uniform.
Please note the requirements….
Socks - grey or white, long or ankle - please NO
Sports Socks!!
Shirt tucked in and Tie tied properly, or summer
uniform of white polo shirt.

Virtual Parents’ Evenings
The Summer Term Virtual Parents’ Evenings have been arranged for Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th May 2021.
Appointments will be available from 3.40pm-6.15pm. The system allows you to choose your own appointment time
with your child’s class teacher. You will receive an email confirming your appointment which will be for 7 minutes.
There is a set 2-minute gap between appointments, so that you have time to move from one to the next if you
have more than one child (Please book 1 time slot for each child on Monday OR Tuesday). These are important
evenings and provide you with an opportunity to catch up with your child’s teacher and discuss their learning.
In order to access your virtual appointment, you will need to have as a minimum:
• a device with a microphone and speaker
• a compatible web browser
• iPhone/iPad: Safari
• Android: Chrome or Firefox
• Windows: Chrome, Firefox or Microsoft Edge (Chromium)
• Mac: Safari, Chrome or Firefox
• Linux: Chrome or Firefox
The system allows for 2 parents/guardians to be on a video call. Once you have made your booking, you can grant
another parent/guardian access to your appointments. Further details and an example of this, along with a
complete parent user guide, are available via the link below.
https://support.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/article/801-video-parents-how-to-attend-appointments-over-videocall
Appointments can be made from 4.00pm on Friday 7th May 2021 and will close at midnight on Sunday 16th May
2021.
Please visit https://heathwoodlower.schoolcloud.co.uk/ to book your appointments. You can log in using your email
and your Child’s First Name, Surname and Date of Birth.
Once you log on for your appointment on the evening, the timing is particularly precise. Your appointment starts
at the allocated time, for example 4.35pm, and not from when you click to start the video call. There is a timer
clock at the top of the screen and this counts down during your appointment. Once the time has elapsed, your
video will be automatically ended. This can seem rather abrupt but is necessary in order for the system to work
effectively.
We recommend:
• Using your smartphone for video appointments. If you do not have a smartphone with a front-facing camera,
use a laptop or computer with a webcam.
• Using a headset (or earphones with a microphone) to reduce echo.
• That you log on a couple of minutes early so that you check that your video and microphone are enabled.
The teacher will be able to see that you are waiting. Please note that if your microphone doesn’t appear to be
working, logging out and logging back in rectifies this issue in most circumstances.
If you have any issues with booking appointments, please do not hesitate to contact the School Office, and we
will be happy to add appointments on your behalf.
Vacancies
The Governors of our happy, thriving school are seeking to appoint committed and enthusiastic practitioners, who
have high expectations of children, to join our friendly and supportive team.
SEND 1 to 1 Teaching Assistant
We are currently looking to recruit an SEND 1 to 1 Teaching Assistant to join our fabulous team. Knowledge of
ASD, ADHD is essential and Speech and Language preferred. The successful candidate must have a minimum of
an NVQ Level 2 or equivalent qualification in an appropriate discipline.
The role is part time and fixed term.
For more information and an application pack, please contact Sue Wilkins at office@heathwood.beds.sch.uk
Posts working with either children/vulnerable adults will be subject to the disclosure of criminal records.

Flurrish Maths App
I know how much the children love this app, but I understand
that some of you are having trouble with it (it doesn’t seem to
work on an Apple device).
Here’s a message from Mike at Flurrish..
Parents simply need to follow these steps:
1. Download the app
from: http://www.flurrished.com/numberfy_v3.apk
2. Tap the file in your downloads to install it - you may be taken
to the Security Settings screen: make sure to tick "Install
from Unknown Sources"
3. Complete the installation
4. Start the app and enter the school's registration code

Language of the Term
I would love to
know what you
already know.
Choose the
language you would like to share. Send in the
phrase/s written neatly on a speech bubble
for the Language Board in school. You could
also send in a short video clip if you would like
to say your phrase. It could be that you can
say ‘Hello, my name is …’ or ‘Good
Morning/Afternoon’, ‘Thank you’, ‘Excuse me’,
‘Please’ etc. Mrs Elaine Dicocco

Flurrish are happy to support parents
-email: support@flurrished.co.uk

Challenge
A special mention goes to William S (Year R), Carina, Autumn and Oliver S (Year 1)
for their marble runs from March, with a special well done to Carina and her two
sisters in Pre-School for completing the Easter suncatcher challenge. Also
congratulations to Emerson (Year R) and his sister for his ‘umbrella challenge’ for
April. Children will receive their certificate and small token this Friday.
Here are the challenges for May:
●

Creative Dotty Art Challenge:

Get your creative juices flowing and use your fingers or cotton buds to

create your own dotty painting. Examples are available in the hall and by clicking on the link on the website,
so I am looking forward to seeing photos of your creations.
●

Maths Shape Challenge: Make a 3D shape using straws: You can fix the straws together anyway you like;
by making a snip in one straw and sliding it inside the other; using pipe cleaners, paper clips, blu tac, or
wool/string. It will need to hold its shape so that you can take a photograph and send it to me either at
the office@heathwood.beds.sch.uk or preschool@heathwood.beds.sch.uk. Let me know the name of the
shape you have made.
I would also be delighted if your child(ren) could set the challenges - email them in to
office@heathwood.beds.sch.uk or preschool@heathwood.bds.sch.uk and I will reward you with a merit or
housepoints!

Don’t forget you still have a few days to complete your ‘Design a Stamp’ based on your heroes from the Covid
pandemic. Entry forms are available from your class teacher or myself.
So far, the entries are from Chloe (Year 4), Austin
(Year 3) and Erin (Year 2). I know there are more of
you out there … so don’t forget to send in your entries;
the Royal Mail and Heathwood are looking forward to
some great, colourful stamps to remind us of our
heroes!

Our Value for May is

Appreciation
●

Awareness and recognition of qualities and values
●
●

Expression of gratitude

A favourable judgement or opinion

This is a time to learn to appreciate ourselves and the qualities we possess. We are all raising awareness of the
world around us and all the things for which we should be actively showing our appreciation, especially the simple
things we tend to take for granted. Remind children that “Thank you” isn’t difficult to say, but it means a lot to
whoever is giving. This is a time to stress that appreciation shouldn’t just be shown when receiving material gifts,
but also for friendship, care and support. The importance of appreciating our environment, and showing that
appreciation by looking after our surroundings, those around us, our families, friends and people in school.
A word of appreciation every now and then never goes amiss.
Discuss as a family all the different ways that you can show your appreciation and put them into practice.
Quote of the month: “There is more hunger for love and appreciation in this world than for bread.”
Mother Teresa
At home you could make sure that everyone says “Thank you” appropriately; You may
like to encourage your children to make a thank you card for someone they
appreciate; everyone appreciates something homemade.

New Family at Heathwood
We have welcomed a new family to Heathwood in recent weeks. A
family of Ducks can be seen grazing outside the office window,
paddling in puddles on the playground and even roosting on the
roof!

Community News
Celebrity Litter Picker!
You may have seen Ava in the local paper for
being a superstar and cleaning up her local park
Together with a friend, the two girls took it
upon themselves to tidy their local play park
after the bins hadn’t been emptied for a couple
of weeks. They walked around the big play park
on their estate and picked up litter that had
overflowed from its two bins or had been left by
careless visitors. The mini environmentalists
were upset by the state of the park and wanted
to make sure that it was a safe place for
children, families and wildlife.
Ava then went on to tidy up our playground
during lunchtime. We are very proud of her!

