
Heathwood Lower School Newsletter 
March 20 

 
Welcome back to the second half of the Spring Term. 

It is a very busy time of the year, with every classroom buzzing with super learning and progress being made. 

 

We are thrilled to be sending out our Interim Reports next week, I hope you enjoy reading about the progress 

your child has made so far this year and will share your pride with them. We are looking forward to meeting with 

you at Parents’ Evening on 11th and 12th March. These are 10 minute meetings with your child’s teacher, if you need 

more time please make a further meeting to avoid time slots over-running. 

 

Attendance was good in February (96.98%) – well done everyone! And a big well done to those children who still 

have 100% attendance. 

 

Spring is definitely on its way! Have you seen our 50th Birthday Daffodils coming up? 

Have a super month 

Susanne Dove  

Head Teacher 

                 Pre-School News 
Here we are back again after a lovely half-term break and all our children have once again 

settled really well; its so lovely to see them.  We have been very lucky in Pre-School and have 

recently received some super resources from school to help us deliver our wide and varied 

curriculum.  The children have already benefitted from the resources 

and have been having some wonderful learning moments as you can see 

when they worked together to build and then explore their own obstacle course.   

 

Council News  
Fairtrade Council 

Fairtrade Fortnight 

Fairtrade Fortnight is a national campaign to raise awareness of Fairtrade. As the only Gold level Fairtrade School 

in Leighton/Linslade, we know lots about Fairtrade and are always keen to share our learning with others. We will 

be involved in lots of activities during the two weeks and are looking forward to a fabulous coffee morning on 

Friday 6th March at 9.00am. 

 

School Council 

This year for World Book Day (Thursday 5th March 2020) we will be focussing on the works of Julia Donaldson 

CBE who is an English writer, playwright and performer, and the 2011–2013 Children's Laureate. She is best known 

for her popular rhyming stories for children, especially those illustrated by Axel Scheffler, which include The 

Gruffalo, Room on the Broom and Stick Man. 

Children are invited to come to school dressed as one of the many characters from her stories (for example: 

a monkey or frog from Monkey Puzzle; a dragon; knight or princess from Zog; a ladybird or robber from What the 

Ladybird Heard; a highway man from The Highway Rat…..or of course Stickman! - the possibilities are endless). 

Please do not feel obliged to spend money on a costume - be creative with the things you have at home. 

We will be doing lots of book related activities; Children should come to school ready to talk about their 

character.  

From School Council 

 

You can view all Julia’s books on her website: http://www.juliadonaldson.co.uk/about.htm 

 

http://www.juliadonaldson.co.uk/about.htm


Dates for your Diary 

March 

5th World Book Day 

6th Fairtrade Coffee Morning 9.00-10.00am 

10th Phonics Meeting for Yr1 Parents 9.00am and    

5.00pm 

10th Pre-Loved Uniform Sale  

11th and 12th Parents’ Evenings 

12th Class 3 Parents’ Lunch 

17th PTA Family Bingo 

18th PTA Mother’s Day Secret Room 

19th Class 2 Parents’ Lunch 

20th Mothers’ Day Tea Party 2.30pm 

26th Classes 2 and 3 Legoland Trip 

26th Class 1 Parents’ Lunch 

27th Coffee with… 

27th PTA Quiz Night 

31st Class 4 Residential meeting for parents 

3.30pm 

April 

1st Class 1 Rushmere Trip 

2nd Class R Parents’ Lunch                   

2nd Mufti Day for winning house 

3rd Outside Achievement Assembly 

3rd End of Term 

21st Back to School 

22nd Class R Rookery Farm Trip 

22nd-24th Class 4 New Barn Residential 

Staffing News 
Congratulations to Miss Romaine who is expecting a baby at 

the end of July. 

 

Congratulations and a very big Welcome to Beth Sedgwick 

(Parent Governor) and Carol Wyatt (Co-opted Governor) who 

will be joining our Governing Board this month. 

 

We have recently been advertising for a number of vacancies 

across the school. We will let you know, in due course, the 

appointments that we have made. 

 

Playground Safety 
A reminder - please ensure the safety of all 

our children, parents and carers by 

reminding your child not to ride their bike 

or scooter on the playground before or 

after school. 

Your child must wear a helmet when riding a 

bike or scooter to and from school.  

 

Language of the Term 
We need to say a very big thank you to Mrs White in Class 1 

who has kindly been coming in to our assemblies and 

showing us some of her photographs from her trip to 

Romania; we have learnt a lot about what is like to live there, 

how different it is, what the countryside is like and what 

animals live there.  Thank you Mrs White. I would also like 

to say well done to April in Class 2 for presenting some of 

our facts about Romania; 40 house points to her! 

Words we will be learning are: 

Yes :  Da  (Dah) 

No  :  No  (New) 

Please  :  Va rog (Verrog) 

Toys in School 
Please discourage children from bringing in toys or 

other special things from home as this can result 

in items being lost or damaged.  Thank you. 

Jewellery etc. 
We would remind all parents that the wearing of jewellery, 

nail varnish, tattoos etc. are not appropriate in School.  If 

your child has pierced ears, they should only wear small, neat 

studs which they can remove or tape themselves for PE.   

No earrings should be worn on swimming days. 

Please also ensure that long hair is always up or tied back. 

 

Nut Free School 

We would like to remind you all that, for the safety of our children with known and diagnosed nut 

allergies, we are a NUT FREE School. 

In school we check all our ingredients used for breakfast, lunch and Enrichment, staff are not bringing 

in any nut snacks, and we have replaced our bird feeders with nut free alternatives. 

We ask that you do not send any child to school with peanut butter or Nutella in their sandwiches, 

cereal bars containing nuts or any nut snacks. 

We trust that you can all support us in this.  Thank you. 
 



 
If you have any further questions, the Government have set up a helpline on 

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk 

Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday) 

mailto:DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk


Online Safety 
Before half term we had a Safer Internet Day (SID). Mr Waterhouse set the children a #freetobe challenge to 

help make them aware about being careful about protecting their identity online. 

We have included an information sheet about staying safe online and some tips of how to talk to and reassure your 

children about it. Please check up on what your children have access to and remember, as per the leaflet, that 

sites like YouTube Kids can be hacked and there are no guarantees of what content is on there. 

 

 
 

So here we are in the marvellous month of March with another challenge, but before we 

move on to that we should give a special mention to Riley H (Class 3) and Isaac S 

(Class 1) who are our 3 star challengers for February; well done boys! 

A special mention also goes to Chloe in Class 3 who has set a creative challenge  

this month; 50 housepoints to her!   

 

March challenges  
 

 Research challenge:  What is a Leap year and why do we have them?   

 Word challenge:  Write sentences to describe the Cook’s cat using as many letters of the alphabet 

to start your describing words and put your sentences in alphabetical order if you can.  (An 

example; The cook’s cat is an amazing cat.  The cook’s cat is a beautiful cat…) 

 Chloe’s Creative challenge:  Design and cut a paper snowflake. 

 

Please remember that presentation of your challenges is just as important as doing them, so please no more scraps 

of paper and try hard with your handwriting; thank you.  Have a great month and enjoy the challenges.     

 

Mrs Elaine Dicocco   

Leighton-Linslade in Bloom Poster Competition 
The Friends of Leighton-Linslade in Bloom work hard to try and improve the appearance of the town and make it a 

more pleasant place to live. In 2019 the town was given a Gold Award and in 2020 they would like to do even 

better!  Part of the town’s Gold Award score comes from community involvement and that’s where our children can 

help by designing a poster at home.  It needs to be on A4 sized paper, colourful, and illustrate one of the unique 

buildings in our historic town, or one of the many tourist attractions in the area. Your child’s name, age and school 

should be written on the back (only first names will be used in any publication or display of the posters).  

 All entries must be completed and returned to School by Friday 3rd April.  



Our Value in March 

 Trust 

 

 What does trust mean? 

If you trust someone you believe that they will do what they said they would do. 

If you trust in something, you believe it to be true or right. 

Trust is really important. It can take a long time to trust someone but it can take only 

a moment for that trust to be broken. That’s why it’s important to take very good care 

of trust.  
  

Who do you trust? 

In school we will talk about ‘Handy People’; the people who each child knows they can trust and talk to 

about anything. 

In the Bible there are lots of stories about trust. In some of the stories people trust in God; in other stories 

people break other people’s trust. 

Joseph was very good at trusting. How did he show trust? 

Look at the story of Daniel (Book of Daniel). Who did he trust? What happened to him because he showed trust? 

Look at the story of Zacchaeus (Luke 19) who was not a very 

trustworthy person at all at the beginning of his story. How did he 

change? 

Can you think of something which shows that people are really 

trustworthy? 
 

Let’s talk about Trust at home…. 

Trust is a really important value. It must be earned. If we do not trust 

someone it is very hard to build a good friendship with them.  

Talk together about:  

• people who you know that are trustworthy  

• practical ways that we can show others that we are trustworthy  

• why it is important to be able to trust others when working together as a team. 

 

 WOW! 

Let us know how your child has demonstrated this month’s Value of Trust 

at home. 

 

 

 

 

  



Community News 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 


