Heathwood Lower School Newsletter
June 2021
Welcome to June as we enter the last half term of this school year. I hope you all had a restful half
term break and are raring to go!! Whilst the country is becoming a safer place for us all, we remain
cautious and are continuing to restrict visitors to our site. We have planned for a busy half term for
the children, so please check the diary dates so they don’t miss anything.
At this time of the year the weather is very changeable, please make sure you check the weather
forecast with your child and send a coat in case of rain, and a hat as protection from the sun (named
please). When the weather is warm enough for sun cream, this should be applied at home where
possible (once-a-day sun cream is ideal). Sun cream brought into school must be named for use by
your child ONLY and cannot be applied by staff.

Have a super month
Susanne Dove
Head Teacher
Pre-School News

Once again, in Pre-School, we have been having a
super time taking our learning off in the direction
of the children’s interests. Here we are continuing
our theme of Under the Sea; it is truly amazing
how much enjoyment and learning the children can
gather from some cardboard boxes and their
imagination. We have had submarines and boats
and a shark on the fence. We are sure this will
continue with our upcoming theme of the Sea and
Holidays (plan available on our website; pre-school
section) and we have some super activities planned
for the children and will, as always, be responding
to their interests and imagination.

Join our team!

We have the following vacancies in school.
Class Teaching Assistant - We are looking to recruit a Teaching Assistant to join our fabulous team. The
candidate will, under the instruction and guidance of teaching staff, attend to the educational, personal and
social needs of all pupils in order to support their learning and development and to ensure their safety. The
successful candidate must have experience of working in a school and a minimum NVQ Level 2 or equivalent
qualification. The role is full time and permanent.
SEN 1:1 Teaching Assistant - We are currently looking to recruit a SEN 1:1 Teaching Assistant to join our
fabulous team. Knowledge of ASD, ADHD is essential and Speech and Language preferred. The successful
candidate must have a minimum of an NVQ Level 2 or equivalent qualification in an appropriate discipline. The
role is part time and fixed term.
If you would like to join our friendly team, please contact Mrs Wilkins via the school office
office@heathwood.beds.sch.uk

Transfer Days

Wednesday 7th and Thursday 8th July are ‘Moving Up’ days in Central Bedfordshire. On Wednesday, the
children will come to school as usual and will go to their classes (apart from Class 4 who will be visiting their
Middle Schools on the 7th and the 8th July - COVID permitting).
After a virtual assembly, the children will all ‘Move Up’ to the next year group and spend the day in their new
classes. They will return to their present class before the end of the day, and you will collect as normal from
their current class. On Thursday the children will go straight to their ‘new’ classes and be collected from there
at the end of the day.

Dates for your Diary
June
7th-18th Healthy Heathwood Fortnight
16th Brakes Kids Walk for charity
17th Sports Day (children only and weather
permitting)
th

18 PTA Sports Non-Uniform Day
18th PTA Father’s Day Gifts
30th Virtual Admission Evening for 2021
Reception Class 6.00pm

Healthy Heathwood Fortnight

Our annual Healthy Heathwood fortnight has begun and we have lots
of activities planned for all the children. A separate letter with
more details has been sent home.
Check out our Summer Menu on the website if you have not already
seen it. A reminder - no squash or sugary drinks are allowed in
school, children are expected to bring a bottle of fresh water each
day, and water jugs and cups are available in the classrooms. If your
child has a packed lunch, please do not send a drink – water is
available.

July
5th and 9th Year 4 to Caldecotte Xperience
7th and 8th School Transfer Days (Moving Up days)

We have received a very kind Waitrose Donation of £100 which we
will be using to fund cooking in each class during the fortnight.

9th Year 3 to Caldecotte Xperience
12th Photographs (Individual)
12th Annual Reports to parents
16th PTA Summer Scavenger Hunt and BBQ
21st Class 4 Leavers’ Assembly 9.30am
(outside) - COVID and weather permitting
21st Class 4 Leavers BBQ
22nd Last Day of Term

Sports Day this year is planned for Thursday 17th June (weather
permitting). Children compete in House Teams, beginning the
afternoon with a range of different activities and finishing with
races. The children and staff will remain socially distanced in their
Key Stage Bubbles.
Unfortunately we are unable to invite Parents this year.

Back To School Monday 6th September 2021

Nut Free School

As a precaution, for the safety of our children with known and diagnosed nut allergies, we are a
NUT FREE SCHOOL
In school we check all our ingredients for breakfast, lunch, after school and enrichment activities. Staff are not
bringing in any nut snacks, and we have replaced our bird feeders with nut free alternatives.
We ask that you do not send any child to school with peanut butter or Nutella sandwiches or any nut snacks.
We trust that you can all support us in this.

Design a Heroes Stamp

A well done to Naomi (Y2), Alyssia (Y3), Michael (Y3), Noah D (Y2), Noah W (YR) and Lily-Mae (Y3) who all
completed a super design for the Post Office Stamps. All entries have been sent off, so we will wait to see if any
of them have been chosen.

School Dinners
School dinners for children in Reception, Class 1 and Class 2 are free, funded by the government
(UFSM-Universal Free School Meals). We are very proud of our super school meals (have a look at the menu on
the school website), the ladies in the kitchen work really hard to provide a nutritious and delicious selection of
food every day. I would encourage all children to have a free meal at lunchtime instead of bringing a packed
lunch.
For Years 3 and 4 School dinners are £2.30 per day/£11.50 per week/£78.20 for the June/July half
term. Remember to deduct £2.30 per day for Yr 4 Transfer Days (2 days), and Yrs 3 and 4 Caldecotte Trip
days (Yr3, 1 day and Yr 4, 2 days).
The preferred option for payment is online to Heathwood Lower School' NatWest account, sort code 60-02-13
account number 62411632 - please reference with your child’s name prefixed with SM. Alternatively, you can
pay by cash (in a sealed envelope with child’s name), or cheques made payable to ‘Heathwood Lower School’.
All dinner money should be paid in advance please, preferably on a Monday morning.

Thank a Teacher Day
Dear Parents and Carers,
I would like to do something nice for staff members and I need your help!
I want you to think about a member of staff who has done something to help either
yourself, or your child and I would like you to send them a message, letter, card etc to
celebrate 'Thank a Teacher Day'.
It could be any member of staff, someone whose lesson your child has really enjoyed,
somebody who has helped you during difficult times, absolutely anything!
This year 'Thank a teacher day' is to be celebrated on Wednesday 23rd June 2021.
Brighten someone's day and say thank you!
You can thank more than one staff member - all I ask is that you send your message to the Office
to be collated by Friday 18th June so that we can share with staff on 23rd June.

Language of the Term

So, I am hoping to start again with our learning about languages. A year ago we
were finding out about Greece and the Greek language. What can you remember, or
what do you already know? Have you ever been to Greece, did you learn how to say
hello/yes/no or thank you? Speech bubbles are available in the hall (by the language
display). Please take one and write, in your best handwriting, what you know.

Goodness, how time is flying … first things first, let's celebrate last
month’s challenges. I have received some super dotty pictures which
are all shown on the board in the Hall, so a mention to our pointillism
artists; Emerson (Year R), Sophia H, Carina, Amaia and Sophia D
(Year 1), Layla, Erin and Ilana (Year 2), Freddy C and Molly (Year 3)
and Olivia (Year 4).
I have also been very pleased with the good response with making 3D
shapes using straws so, again, a mention should go to; Sophia H, Morgan and Violet (Year 1) and Freddie N (Year
3) … some super shapes; well done!
A special mention then for our two star challengers; Sophia H (Year 1) and Emerson (Year R) for
completing both challenges ~ Well Done!
This month’s challenges will be introduced to the children on Friday 11th June, but please feel free
to get them going before then if they are keen. This month we have a special question introduced by Frankie
(Year 4) so he will be receiving 50 housepoints … it is certainly something to make you think?
●
●
●

Why are buildings called buildings; why are they not called builts as they have already been built?
Luna (Year 1) has given me a snack stall that she made from a drink/milk carton. What can you create
from a drink carton?
Creative Word Challenge: Think about compound words (words that are made from two little words).
Write them down and illustrate them as both the two separate words and the new word that they make
when they come together.

Have a super time challenging yourself, but don’t forget it’s only a short month for a challenge so get your
entries photographed and sent in soon!
Mrs Elaine Dicocco

Clothes Bin
We have recently taken delivery of a new Recycling Bin which is part
of our commitment to reducing our environmental impact, and to
raise money for school. The Big Blue Bin is situated behind the school
bins to the left of the main school entrance. You can fill the bin with
any of the following: clothes, paired shoes, handbags and belts,
blankets and towels, cds, dvds, video games, books and
bric-a-brac,
(NO pillows or duvets, glass, metal, paper, carpets, soiled rags or
rubbish please!)
ALL items MUST be in tied-up plastic bags. Just drop your items in
the bin and when it is emptied the school will receive money for the
number of kilograms collected.
Please support the school by filling the bin when you Spring clean!

Our Value for June is
CO-OPERATION
●
●

Working together towards the same goal

Helping someone to achieve what they couldn’t achieve alone

In school our pupils are encouraged to work together harmoniously to fulfil
given tasks. We will point out that things can often be done better together
than on our own. We will consider the importance of working respectfully,
sharing tasks, caring for and listening to each other, valuing each other’s
opinions and ideas. Throughout this month there will be an emphasis on teamwork with the obvious link to
sporting activities but also related to work in classrooms. We will stress that this is an extremely important
value which is a skill required throughout life, both in the workplace and within the family. Our Assemblies will
feature stories, discussions and activities involving working together.
Thought for the month: ‘There is strength in numbers.’
At home during this month you may like to consider a small project within your home,
to which you could all contribute, everyone playing their part towards
a worthwhile conclusion. Everyone will end up with a sense of satisfaction.

WOW!
Let us know how your child has demonstrated this month’s Value of
Co-operation at home.

Community News

1st Bedfordshire Inclusive Girlguiding Unit is solely for girls aged *5-18 with additional needs.
BIGG is a combined unit of Rainbows (5-7 years), Brownies (7-10 years), Guides (10-14 years)
and Rangers (14-18 years) and we all meet together.
We are the only unit of our kind in Central Bedfordshire and we meet monthly in Leighton
Buzzard for two hours.
Our girls proudly wear their uniform for their section and we follow the National Girlguiding
Programme. We adapt the programme based on our girls needs and interests, providing a variety
of fun, sensory and practical activities where our girls can regularly earn badges, certificates
and awards.
We have regular outings and in September 2021 we are joining in a Division event at Whipsnade
Zoo.
Parents attend with their girls often as their 1:1 support, but lots of parents join in perhaps
running an activity table, making the tea or enjoying a chat with other parents.
We have limited spaces, so if you are interested in a place for your daughter or joining our
waiting list, please message our Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/1st-Bedfordshire-Inclusive-GirlGuiding-Group-BIGG-1928816894097485/
Or fill in the online enquiry form (selecting 1st Bedfordshire Inclusive Girlguiding Unit)
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/
*from Autumn 2021 the Rainbows starting age will be lowered to age 4 years.

Willen Hospice is inviting families to take part in their Mini-Moo event on Sunday 11 July 2021.
The event will see children from ages 3 – 11 running, scooting, or walking, one or two laps of Willen
Lake North. Children can choose to do one, two, or three activities – their own mini triathlon.

Times:
●
●
●

10.30 am – Run (aged 4 – 11)
11.30 am – Scoot (aged 3 – 11)
12.30 pm – Walk (aged 3 – 11)

Or they can do it virtually any time, any place.
Every child taking part will get a Mini-Moo pack, medal and certificate, and there will be
more goodies and surprises on the day. There’s also a sweet hamper up for grabs if you
enter our raffle.
It costs just £7.50 to take part, and there’s also an option to enter a prize draw for a sweet
hamper for £2.50.
Children must be supervised by a responsible guardian at all times – so bring your trainers!
We won’t be able to take registrations on the day as we’re making every effort to avoid
overcrowding and queuing. Please book online before the event to avoid disappointment.
Willen Hospice needs to raise £4.7M every year, which has become increasingly challenging due to
the pandemic. Events like the Mini-Moo are a great way to support the local Hospice and have fun at
the same time.
Visit www.willen-hospice.org.uk/minimoo to sign up

Transition Workshops
Our transition workshops are aimed at children and families who will be changing schools in
September 2021. This includes children who will be going through the transition of changing from
primary to secondary school, lower to middle school, middle to upper school. The workshops would
also be suitable for a child transferring to a different school. The workshop the child/parent would
attend would be dependent on the child’s age and which year they would be moving up to in
September.
●

We are offering 3 different types of workshops:
Transitioning from Lower to Middle School – A one-off psychoeducation workshop aimed at
parents of children who are transitioning school in the change from Year 4 to 5. This
workshop provides anxiety / behavioural strategies based on guided self-help to help
children with transition to new schools. Dates are as follows:
● Monday 12th July at 5-7pm
● Tuesday 10th August at 9.30-11.30am

●

Transitioning from Primary to Secondary School – A one-off psychoeducation workshop
aimed at parents and children to attend together who are transitioning schools in the change
from Year 6 to 7. This workshop provides anxiety / low mood strategies based on guided
self-help to help children with transition to new schools. Dates are as follows:
● Wednesday 18th August at 5-7pm
● Tuesday 31st August at 9.30-11.30am

●

Transitioning from Middle to Upper School – A psychoeducation workshop aimed at
teenagers to attend who are transitioning to a new school in the change from Year 8 to 9. This
workshop provides anxiety / low mood strategies based on guided self-help to help children
with transition to new schools. Dates are as follows:
● Wednesday 21st July at 9.30-11.30am
● Monday 23rd August at 5-7pm
Depending on demand, more dates may be added.

In order to access the transition workshop, all families need to do is complete the attached
registration form, and return to fwteam@chums.uk.com along with the date they wish to attend the
transition workshop.
Kind Regards,
Jamie Chapman
Senior Family Wellbeing Practitioner

CHUMS School Transition Workshop Registration Form
Child’s First Name

Child’s Surname

Child’s DOB (DD/MM/YYYY)

Gender

Parent/ Carer Name and
Relationship

Email Address

Telephone No.

Home Address

GP Surgery

Ethnic Origin

Nationality

Main Language
(Also, if not English do you
require a translator?)

Current School

New School in September
2021

Does your child have an
Educational Health &
Care Plan?

YES / NO

Is your child known to
Early Help / Social
Services?

YES / NO

If known to Social
Services, is your child
considered a “Looked
After Child”?

YES / NO

Are you currently in the
process of completing an
Early Help Assessment?

YES / NO

Does your child have any
diagnosed learning
disabilities (e.g.
dyslexia)?

YES / NO

Does your child have a
formal diagnosis of
ADHD?

YES / NO

Does your child have a
formal diagnosis of ASD?

YES / NO

