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Our vision for every child is to embed a love for learning, to be passionate about the world
around them, to celebrate differences and be kind.

Our children will learn important life skills so they leave Heathwood equipped to be successful learners ready
for the next steps in their lives.

What a busy month January was!  It is a real pleasure for us to spend time looking at fantastic learning and watching

lots of progress being made. We have scrutinised all the data and met with all the teachers to look at the progress

that each child has made. Where children have made accelerated progress, we send home a very special ‘Praise

Postcard’ to share the good news with you. Look out for them in the post 😊

Interim Reports will be sent home in March and Open Classrooms will be held on Wednesday 22nd March @ 3pm so

that you can see all the wonderful learning for yourselves. Parents’ Evening meetings will then take place at the end

of March. We look forward to meeting you virtually, as this is an opportunity for you to discuss your child’s progress

- look out for information about signing up.

Despite having our fair share of bugs and viruses this half term, attendance was 93.4% in January. The National

average is currently 93.9%.  We’re hoping that the half term break will give us all a chance to recover, and

attendance will continue to improve. Having said that, may I remind you that if your child has been vomiting or has

diarrhoea, you must keep them off school for 48hrs to reduce the spreading of germs. Please remember, classroom

doors open at 8:55am and close at 9:00am. If you are late, please bring your child to the Office where we will mark

him/her in and escort them to class. Lateness after 9:05am is unauthorised.

Have a super month and restful half term.

Susanne Dove and Jackie Wright

Headteachers

Pre-School News

Hello again. This term the children have enjoyed learning about the differences between day and

night. We have taken pictures of different parts of the preschool during the night and then taken

the children on a walk, comparing the differences. The children have also enjoyed

showing their friends pictures of their own gardens in the night and day. We have also

learnt about the importance of a good night's sleep. The children were all given

bedtime routine charts to fill in with their parents and they got a little gift from us

when they brought back the completed chart. The children have enjoyed building their

maths knowledge in a number of different ways. e.g. building a shape snowman, making rulers and

playing dice games. A big thank you for the kind donations of cushions, blankets and sparkly lights, they

have helped us to revamp our reading area. We are currently trying to expand our dress up area, and would be

grateful for any donations.

Governors News

Governors have been busy this month, looking at the school environment and the wonderful learning that takes place

with the School Improvement Advisor.  We have approved the Relationship and Health Education Policy which has

been posted under policies on the school website.

An update on Curriculum Maestro has been presented to us and we can see the exciting new learning that has been

taking place since it was introduced in September. Favourable feedback from members of the teaching staff about

the new curriculum was really good to hear and also that the children are enjoying their new way of learning.

After receiving the sad news that Mrs Dove would be retiring at Easter, we are currently recruiting for a new

Headteacher.

We have discussed with the Senior Leadership Team if the proposed strike action by teachers would affect

Heathwood and it looks like disruption to Heathwood would be unlikely.



School Attendance

From September 2022 the Department of Education has issued new guidance on school attendance following the

pandemic. It is the legal responsibility of the parent to make sure that their child receives an education and where

they are registered at a school, they should attend regularly.We appreciate that children, especially young children

do get ill and guidance such as the 48 hour rule is in place to prevent the spread of sickness. However, persistent

absence (absence greater than 10%) must be addressed. We recognise that some pupils find it harder than others to

attend school and as a school, we want to work with you and your child/ren to remove any barriers to attendance by

building strong and trusting relationships and working together to put the right support in place. If your child is

struggling with school attendance, please contact us and we will work with you to help remove any barriers.

Why is it important to attend school?

If students are to achieve their potential, good attendance and punctuality are critical.  The link between attendance

and achievement is well documented.  Figures from the DfE demonstrate this very clearly.

Attendance Level Achievement

Students with 93.5% and above attendance 75% Achieve 5+ A*- C GCSE Grades

Students with 89% and below attendance 25% Achieve 5+ A*- C GCSE Grades

We want all our pupils to achieve the very best results that they can.  Irregular attendance can, however, have a

significant impact on pupil achievement.  Pupils with irregular attendance...

● Get behind with work

● Lose the thread of the topics being taught

● Become demotivated on return to school

● Lose friendships

● Miss out on important careers and guidance inputs

● Miss out on extra curricular opportunities

● Are less likely to feel part of the school

● More likely to become involved in Anti Social Behaviour

What is good attendance?

Parents/carers and students often become confused about what good attendance is.  The school target for

attendance is 96.15%.   In discussions with the Educational Welfare Service, we have introduced the following guide

for parents....

100% Outstanding

98 - 99% Excellent

96 - 97% Good

93 - 95% Below Satisfactory

90 - 92% Cause for concern

Below 90% Serious cause for concern

It should be remembered that 90% attendance is equivalent to one day of absence every fortnight.  Over an

academic year this amounts to four weeks of absence (100 lessons missed!)

We will contact you if we have concerns about the attendance level of your son/daughter.

We also reward pupils who attend well and are punctual through our system of achievers assemblies and certificates.



Children's Mental Health Week

We will be having a focussed week for Children's Mental Health Week between 6th - 12th

February 2023. This year's theme is Let’s Connect. This year’s theme for Children's Mental

Health Week will encourage children (and adults) to look at how we can make meaningful

connections.  On Friday 10th February the PTA are inviting everyone to come dressed in mufti

wearing something they love and to make a bottle donation for the summer fayre.

As a school we are working with our local Mental Health Support Team (MHST) which has recently been launched.

We aim to have a whole school approach to mental health and wellbeing and will be encouraging the whole school

community to be a part of this.  If you have any concerns or questions about your child’s mental health please come

and speak to me.

Many thanks, Jackie Wright, Senior Mental Health Lead

Class Pages on the Website

Please have another look at your child’s Class page on our website-we have added ‘Knowledge Organisers’ for each

topic:

Pre School: https://www.heathwoodlower.com/Children/

Class R: https://www.heathwoodlower.com/Forchildren/ClassR/

Class 1: https://www.heathwoodlower.com/Forchildren/Class1/

Class 2: https://www.heathwoodlower.com/Forchildren/Class2/

Class 3: https://www.heathwoodlower.com/Forchildren/Class3/

Class 4: https://www.heathwoodlower.com/Forchildren/Class4/

Council News

The Fairtrade Council are meeting on 1st February where we will be discussing Fairtrade Fortnight and planning our

Fairtrade Coffee Morning.  Fairtrade Fortnight commences on Monday 27th February. More information about the

Fairtrade Coffee Morning will be coming soon!

The School Council are meeting on 2nd February, where they will be making decisions about World Book Day and how

we should celebrate this year at Heathwood-look out for a letter from us.

The Rights Respecting Council are meeting on the 8th February where we will be looking again at the UN Convention.

If your child is on the council and hasn’t already done so please support them with making a poster about one of the

articles using the small booklet they brought home following our last meeting.

The Eco Council met on Thursday 26th January and will be focusing on energy saving ideas - look out for tips in

future newsletters! They also took part in the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch last weekend.

Headphones

Please provide a set of headphones for your child to leave in school for use with myON,  Accelerated Reader, TT

Rock Stars and Numbots.

All children in Classes R - 4 use online programmes throughout the week in school. As the programmes are tailor made

to work at each child’s pace, everyone in the class is likely to be on a different page which can be very noisy!!

Younger children (especially Years R and 1) quite often benefit from over-the-head headphones, rather than in-ear

earphones.

https://www.heathwoodlower.com/Children/
https://www.heathwoodlower.com/Forchildren/ClassR/
https://www.heathwoodlower.com/Forchildren/Class1/
https://www.heathwoodlower.com/Forchildren/Class2/
https://www.heathwoodlower.com/Forchildren/Class3/
https://www.heathwoodlower.com/Forchildren/Class4/


We had some amazing robots designed and created as part of January’s challenge. I think this challenge inspired

lots of you to get creative and we had some amazing models that were brought into school and have been on display in

the school hall. I was particularly impressed with the vast array of different materials you used from old cardboard

boxes to lego. They also varied in size too, from quite small to huge! We had lots of robots too that would help you

clean your house, which I thought was pretty useful!  One could even make and serve your food - a very good idea!

In February, I would like you to get creative again. I would like you to imagine that we have found a new planet in the

solar system. Could you draw a picture or even make a model of the new planet? What would you call the planet?

What would it be like there? Would it have any special features? Would life be able to survive and if so, what could

live there? Would it have plants and what would they be like? Does it have to be spherical or could it be a different

shape?  Be imaginative and think about what would be special or different about your planet.

Secondly, I was wondering if we have any budding song writers out there. I thought it would be a good idea to see if

any of you could write some new words to a song you already know. For example, could you write some new words

that would go with the tune to Twinkle Twinkle? Or, perhaps one of our assembly songs? Try to think of a well

known tune, or something you know really well and see if you can put some new words to the tune.

Have fun and be creative

Paul Dicker



Dates for your Diary

February

7
th

Safer Internet Day

9
th

PTA Yoga Evening

10
th

‘Love Yourself’ Mufti Day. Bring a bottle for

Summer Fayre

13
th
-17

th
Half Term

20
th

Back to School

27
th

Feb-12
th

March Fairtrade Fortnight

22
nd

World Thinking Day

March

1
st

Class R Lunch

2
rd

World Book Day

4
th

Saturday PTA Book Sale 11- 2pm

15
th

Mother’s Day Secret room lunchtime

16
th

Class R Trip to Tring Museum

16
th

Mother’s Day Secret room lunchtime

17
th

Red Nose Day

20th - Class 1 Easter experience at All Saints

22
nd

Open Classrooms 2.30-3.30pm

23rd - Class 2 Easter experience at All Saints

27
th

KS2 Young Leaders sports festival

27
th

Parents Evening 3.30-6pm

29
th

Tag Rugby 2-4.30pm

29
th

Parents Evening 3.30-6pm

31st PTA Easter Egg Hunt

End of Term

April

18
th

Back to School

19
th

-21
st

Class 4 New Barn Residential

22
nd

Pottery & Cake Morning 10-12pm

Procedures for Inclement Weather

As we are approaching the time when we have

traditionally had some severe weather, we would like

to remind you of our procedures.

If there is an extremely heavy snowfall and we have no choice

but to close the school, the decision will be made as soon as

possible. We do not take the decision to close lightly; however,

the roads to the school can become very dangerous and we do

have to maintain safe staff:children ratios. We always consult

with the Chair of Governors Mrs Paula Bangs, and our Site

Agent Mr Simon Clowes, who both live locally, before making

that decision.

The presumption is that school is always open (if it is safe

to do so) unless we have alerted you via text or the

website. Please note that a message will NOT be sent to

let you know the school is open.

When the weather is very cold, the playground and

paths around the school can be dangerously icy.

We will, of course, salt the pathways, but may we

remind you to walk carefully. If it is safe for us to

open on severely snowy days, our procedure is that

the Heath Road and Chiltern Gardens gates ONLY will be open,

Mr Clowes will grit a direct path to the school and children can

enter via the front Office or Library doors.

When the weather is bad, we take the children out to play for

short periods of time. Therefore, please ensure your child is

sent to school with appropriate outdoor clothes, i.e., gloves,

hat and warm coat. They also need a change of footwear,

preferably snow boots or wellies and warm socks.



World Book Day

This year World Book Day is on Thursday 2nd March.

The School Council will meet this week to decide on their

plans for the day-look out for a letter from them.

Find out more about World Book day here;

https://www.worldbookday.com/2022/09/world-book-day-2023-announcements/

Fairtrade Fortnight

Fairtrade Fortnight, Monday 27
th

February–Sunday

12
th

March, is a National campaign to raise

awareness of Fairtrade. As the only FairAchiever

School in Leighton/Linslade, we know lots about

Fairtrade and are always keen to share our learning

with others. We will be involved in lots of activities

during the fortnight.

Playground Safety

A reminder - please ensure the safety of all our children,

parents and carers by reminding your child not to ride their

bike or scooter

on the playground before or after school.

Your child must wear a helmet when riding a bike or scooter

to and from school.

World Thinking Day

(Lord Baden Powell Day)

Children are invited to

wear their Brownie, Cub,

Rainbow or Beaver uniform

to celebrate Lord Baden

Powell day on

Wednesday 22
nd

February.

Safer Internet Day 2023

We will be having a focussed day for Safer

Internet use on Tuesday 7th February.

With so many children accessing the internet

and playing games online, the safe use of the

internet is even more pertinent.

Please make sure you talk with your child about internet

safety, and stop to consider what else they are doing online.

See our Website (Parents→Online Safety) for more advice.

Spares Please

Please can we have any spare

Boys and Girls underwear,

school socks and tights for all

years R- 4

Thank you

Parking

We occasionally receive calls from concerned neighbours

about inconsiderate parking. May I remind you, for the

safety of your children and our neighbours, to park sensibly

and not to leave your car engine running.

https://www.worldbookday.com/2022/09/world-book-day-2023-announcements/


Reading at Heathwood

We are very proud at Heathwood of the children’s reading progress and their love of reading.  Your continued input

at home makes a real difference and we always really appreciate it. Please comment and sign your child’s diary when

you hear them read. The expectation is that children are read to, or heard read, at home at least three times per

week. We stamp diaries and award House Points for reading at home.

In school we change reading books on a Monday morning.

Additionally, individual reading with a ‘Volunteer’ takes place in classes depending on availability of volunteering

adults.

Charity News

Eilah from Class 3, will be walking 10 miles on Good Friday on the Ivinghoe Circular
route in support of Shelter.  She has started her training  and did a 4.79 mile training

walk in 1 hour 55 mins.

Her fundraising has got off to a fabulous start having already raised £340 of her £300
target. If you would like to support both Eilah and Shelter please follow the just giving

link below.

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/eilahgiles1

KidsOut Giving Tree

Thank you to everyone who donated toys for the Giving Tree at Christmas.

The toys donated enabled KidsOut to provide every child living in a staffed

refuge in the UK with a Christmas Toy Box and to support over 12,000 children

sheltering in a safe house. Something as simple as a new toy is very much

appreciated by the mothers and children as can be seen by some of the

feedback we have already received:

“The children were delighted with the gifts they received and were very
grateful. With the toy donations you helped to keep the Christmas magic
alive.” - Refuge Worker
“Wow! How did Santa know we are here!” - Child in refuge aged 5
“My child came to the refuge with nothing. Even their favourite toy was
left behind but now she has another favourite toy.” - Mum in Refuge
“Thank you. I feel so happy and my brother is happy too. I love playing

with our new toys together.” -Child in Refuge aged 7

The online Giving Tree shop is still open if your wish to donate follow the link below:

https://www.kidsout.org.uk/shop/

We have found some of us have been missing key tips, so we have tried to put a few hints and

tips together to ensure we are all getting the most from our physical activity!

Street Tag Top Tips

● If you ever have some tags disappear on the screen, please check that your app is in

online mode. Then click on the "tag download" button on the map home screen to reload the

tags around you.

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/eilahgiles1
https://www.kidsout.org.uk/shop/


● Tips to Earn More Points:

● 1. Power Hour- During the hour selected by the user, all the points accumulated by collecting virtual tags

are tripled. Power hour needs to be set in advance. You cannot set it on the day, so plan a week at a time

when you are most likely to be collecting tags. Each week has to be set afresh.

● 2. For every set of 18 tags a player can earn a bonus of 200 points.

● 3. Virtual PE lessons can be rewarded with 200 points. They can be used to reward children for

completing the home lessons too. 30 PE codes will be emailed to you.

● 4. Indoor and outdoor steps can be converted into Street Tag points through the app with Fitbit, Apple

Watch, or inbuilt pedometer.

● Look out for ‘Free points’ - there is often a questionnaire you can fill in for 3000 extra points!

● Look out for the street tag parties - you can earn 8000 points and Mrs Bisby even got given a Street Tag

t-shirt which we will be rewarding to the child who collects the most tags! Make sure you follow the rules

at tag party to get points awarded. The facebook page will give details of party venues, times and how to

get points, or see messages on app.

● Press refresh download tags button regularly throughout the day,  especially after you've collected tags,

as tags are lost after an hour if not added.

● Make use of Polytags. There is a polytag at Heathwood school. It appears on the map screen as a blue

symbol at the top of the page. Press on it for 200 points or 600 points if pressed during powerhour and it

turns red. You can repeat collection of a polytag hourly. Hint there is a polytag you can collect from the

path outside of Beaudesert school if you are ever in the area.

February PE Codes codes will be emailed to you with instructions on how to add these to your account.

Please make sure after each PE lesson you are claiming your PE code! Every child has at least two PE

lessons a week! ☺

Thank you once again for all your hard work, let’s keep up our winning streak Heathwood, we can do it!

Remember the top 10 children each week will receive 100 house points in Monday Assembly!



Our Value in February

is

HAPPINESS

A feeling of contentment brought about by special people,

objects or events

At school, as we show happiness in all our exciting activities, we will be thinking of the term

ahead and consider how we can bring happiness to our families and friends during this time. We

will help our pupils to realise that if everyone at Heathwood is to experience happiness, then

every member must play their part. We will emphasise that there are many parts of the world,

and indeed parts of our own country, which are not very happy places and we should think of

them too.

The most important thing to realise is that true happiness comes from within and that outside

influences, such as material possessions, only provide temporary happiness.

Thought for the month: ‘The happiness that you give to others is the happiness that comes

back to you.’

At home you can ask yourselves these questions: 'What makes you truly happy?’ and ‘How can
we help to make those around us feel happier?’ These questions should lead to some

interesting family discussions.

WOW!

Let us know how your child has demonstrated this month’s Value of

Happiness at home.
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