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What a busy month January was!  It is a real pleasure for me to spend time looking at fantastic learning and watching

lots of progress being made. I have scrutinised all the data and I have met with all the teachers to look at the

progress that each child has made. Where children have made accelerated progress, I send home a very special

‘Praise Postcard’ to share the good news with you. Look out for them in the post.

Parents’ Evening meetings will take place after half term. We look forward to meeting you virtually, as this is an

opportunity for you to discuss your child’s progress - appointment letters will follow with details of how to sign up.

Despite having our fair share of bugs and viruses this half term, attendance was 94.2% in January. The National

expectation is now 96.10%.  I’m hoping that the half term break will give us all a chance to recover, and attendance

will continue to improve. Having said that, may I remind you that if your child has been vomiting or has diarrhoea, you

must keep them off school for 48hrs to reduce the spreading of germs. Please remember, classroom doors open at

8:55am and close at 9:00am. If you are late, please bring your child to the Office where we will mark him/her in and

escort them to class. Lateness after 9:05am is unauthorised.

Have a super month and restful half term.

Jackie Wright

Acting Headteacher

Message from Mrs Dove.

Good news! You will be seeing much more of me around school now that I’m feeling better.  I will be working

with Mrs Wright to catch up with all that’s happened.  Looking forward to seeing all the children and parents

again.😊

Pre-School News

Hello again everyone.  We are very busy in Pre-School learning about

animals from cold countries.  The children have worked together to create

a lovely large polar bear.  They have also made some penguins and added to

our display with some polar bears and speech bubbles to show what they

have found out about them.  They have enjoyed playing with pretend snow

and real ice to make the animal settings, in addition to noticing and talking

about the real ice that has been formed in our garden as can be seen here.

A very well done to our new children who have settled very well and are

making the most of their days at Pre-School. We will continue to work with all our children,

responding to their interests and abilities. We are hoping to send home some videos of our children singing and

clapping to the beat of our polar bear song that we have been learning.

Council News

Mrs Wright met with the Rights Respecting Council in January.  The children are busy making posters to help raise

awareness and understanding of Rights Respecting and the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child.

The School Council are meeting on 1st February, where they will be making decisions about World Book Day and how

we should celebrate this at Heathwood.

Children's Mental Health Week

We will be having a focussed week for Children's Mental Health Week between 7
th

-13
th

February

2022. This year's theme is Growing Together. We will be encouraging children (and adults) to

consider how they have grown, and how they can help others to grow.

Safer Internet Day 2022

We will be having a focussed day for Safer Internet use on Tuesday 8th February. With so many

children accessing the internet and playing games online, the safe use of the internet is even more

pertinent. Please make sure you talk with your child about internet safety, and stop to consider

what else they are doing online.

See our Website (Parents→Online Safety) for more advice.



Headphones

Please provide a set of headphones for your child to leave in school for use with Lexia, TT Rock Stars and Numbots.

All children in Classes R - 4 use online programmes throughout the week in school. As the programmes are tailor made

to work at each child’s pace, everyone in the class is likely to be on a different page which can be very noisy!!

Younger children (especially Years R and 1) quite often benefit from over-the-head headphones, rather than in-ear

earphones.

Procedures for Inclement Weather

As we are approaching the time when we have traditionally had some severe weather, I would like to

remind you of our procedures.

If there is an extremely heavy snowfall and we have no choice but to close the school, the decision

will be made as soon as possible. We do not take the decision to close lightly; however, the roads to

the school can become very dangerous and I do have to maintain safe staff:children ratios. I always consult with the

Chair of Governors Mrs Paula Bangs, and our Site Agent Mr Simon Clowes, who both live locally, before making that

decision.

The presumption is that school is always open (if it is safe to do so) unless we have alerted you via text or the

website. Please note that a message will NOT be sent to let you know the school is open.

When the weather is very cold, the playground and paths around the school can be dangerously icy. We

will, of course, salt the pathways, but may I remind you to walk carefully. If it is safe for us to open on

severely snowy days, our procedure is that the Heath Road and Chiltern Gardens gates ONLY will be

open, Mr Clowes will grit a direct path to the school and children can enter via the front Office or

Library doors.

When the weather is bad, we take the children out to play for short periods of time. Therefore,

please ensure your child is sent to school with appropriate outdoor clothes, i.e., gloves, hat and warm

coat. They also need a change of footwear, preferably snow boots or wellies and warm socks.

Hello again. Here we are about to set off into February; how quickly time flies!

January has seen some lovely sock puppets being created and the children who

have made them are all keen to have them returned so that they can use and play

with them or give them to a good loving home, realising the worth of their

creations.  Well done to Freddie N (Yr 4), Ilana and Naomi (Yr3), Morgan

(Yr 2), William B (Yr 1), Amy and Iris (Yr R), Emily B and Olivia D (P-Sch) for their

sock puppets ~ well done!  I do hope your children have seen them on the challenge board in the Hall.  Not many

children tried, or sent in, their attempts at making rice dance, but a Super Well Done to Carina (Yr 2) for trying it

out with cling film on a pan.  We will be doing the experiment in Reception Class tomorrow and we will be using

coloured water, vinegar, rice and baking soda … let’s see if we can watch the rice dance Class R!

February challenges:

● Construction challenge:  Build a house of cards.  Make it at least 4 layers high, you will need a steady hand.

Take a photograph and send it in to me.  Can you make it higher?  How have you used the cards; have you

added a flat layer to make each roof stronger?

● Creative challenge:  I am not a cereal box!   Another recycling project … what can you make from a cereal

box; will it be a guitar, a puppet theatre, an aquarium, a robot or a building?  What will you make?

I can’t wait to see your challenges; send them in by photo via Pre-School or office@heathwood.beds.sch.uk.  Have a

super time and don’t forget to challenge yourself - especially as half term is coming up when you might want

something different to do.

Enjoy!

Mrs Elaine Dicocco



Dates for your Diary

February

14
th
-18

th
Half Term

21
st

Feb-6
th

March Fairtrade Fortnight

22
nd

World Thinking Day

March

3
rd

World Book Day

16
th

and 17
th

Parents’ Evenings

31st Hot Chocolate with the Headteacher

April

1
st

Mufti Day for winning house

1
st
End of Term

20
th

Back to School

20
th

-22
nd

Class 4 New Barn Residential

World Thinking Day (Lord Baden Powell Day)

Children are invited to wear their Brownie, Cub, Rainbow or

Beaver uniform to celebrate Lord Baden Powell day on

Tuesday 22
nd

February.

World Book Day is celebrating 25 years – with the message for all children

‘You are a reader‘! This year World Book Day is on Thursday 3rd March.  The School

Council had a meeting yesterday and agreed that they would like to invite all the

children and staff to dress up as a character from their favourite book or story.

This supports World Book Day’s ‘Reading for pleasure’ promotion.

Please do not feel obliged to spend money on a costume - be creative with the

things you have at home. Your child could dress up as anything from a story,

non-fiction book or poem.

We will be doing lots of book related activities; Children should come to

school ready to talk about their character or book.

We are also planning a book swap of pre-loved books - look out for more information.



Fairtrade Fortnight

Fairtrade Fortnight, Monday 21
st

February–Sunday

6
th

March, is a National campaign to raise awareness

of Fairtrade. As the only Gold Level Fairtrade

School in Leighton/Linslade, we know lots about

Fairtrade and are always keen to share our learning

with others. We will be involved in lots of activities

during the two weeks.

Playground Safety

A reminder - please ensure the safety of all our children,

parents and carers by reminding your child not to ride their

bike or scooter

on the playground before or after school.

Your child must wear a helmet when riding a bike or scooter

to and from school.

Second Hand Uniform

Wear2School, in partnership with The Children’s

Centre, are providing a “drop off“ facility for

pre-worn school uniform at their shop on North

Street. This can then be distributed to those who

need it via The Children’s Centre.

Please note that we also hold a full range of

pre-loved uniform in school and will have a pre-loved

uniform sale once the weather warms up!

Parking

We occasionally receive calls from concerned neighbours

about inconsiderate parking. May I remind you, for the

safety of your children and our neighbours, to park sensibly

and not to leave your car engine running.

Pre-School Drop Off

Please be aware that in addition to the path/driveway

accessing Pre-School, the area in front of it is, essentially, a

car park.  Just lately we have noticed children

playing/running in that area as well as the actual car park.

Please keep your children standing by your side and don’t

let them run around the cars and car park. It is always

an important message for children to learn that cars/car

parks are not safe places for children to play.

Reading at Heathwood

We are very proud at Heathwood of the children’s reading progress and their love of reading.  Your continued input

at home makes a real difference and we always really appreciate it. Please comment and sign your child’s diary when

you hear them read. The expectation is that children are read to, or heard read, at home at least three times per

week. We stamp diaries and award House Points for reading at home.

In school we change reading books on a Monday morning.

Additionally, individual reading with a ‘Volunteer’ takes place in classes depending on availability of volunteering

adults.

Small World Construction Area

We are hoping to receive a delivery of shingle for the planned new

construction area in the Class R/1 Garden (hopefully it will look

similar to the photo on the right).  Before putting down the shingle

we would like to ensure it stays in the garden by laying some heavy

duty plastic to act as a liner.  If you have any spare large pieces of

pond liner, weed membrane or similar plastic, we would love to give it

a new purpose. Thank you.



Street Tag - Heathwood Won!

A huge Thank You for all your hard work collecting tags - We won! We really hope you have

enjoyed getting out, getting active and getting competitive as much as the staff have, it has

been great to see so many of you taking part.

We have now been added into the semi-finals! To activate your new semi-finals leaderboard on

your app, please log out of the app and log back in to have the new semi-finals leaderboard

displayed and activated.

We have found some of us have been missing key tips, so we have tried to put a few hints and tips together to ensure

we are all getting the most from our physical activity!

Street Tag Top Tips

● If you ever have some tags disappear on the screen, please check that your app is in online mode. Then

click on the "tag download" button on the map home screen to reload the tags around you.

● Tips to Earn More Points:

● 1. Power Hour- During the hour selected by the user, all the points accumulated by collecting virtual tags

are tripled. Power hour needs to be set in advance. You cannot set it on the day, so plan a week at a time

when you are most likely to be collecting tags. Each week has to be set afresh.

● 2. For every set of 18 tags a player can earn a bonus of 200 points.

● 3. Virtual PE lessons can be rewarded with 200 points. They can be used to reward children for

completing the home lessons too. 30 PE codes will be emailed to you.

● 4. Indoor and outdoor steps can be converted into Street Tag points through the app with Fitbit, Apple

Watch, or inbuilt pedometer.

● Look out for ‘Free points’ - there is often a questionnaire you can fill in for 3000 extra points!

● Look out for the street tag parties - you can earn 8000 points and Mrs Bisby even got given a Street Tag

t-shirt which we will be rewarding to the child who collects the most tags! Make sure you follow the rules

at tag party to get points awarded. The facebook page will give details of party venues, times and how to

get points, or see messages on app.

● Press refresh download tags button regularly throughout the day,  especially after you've collected tags,

as tags are lost after an hour if not added.

● Make use of Polytags. There is a polytag at Heathwood school. It appears on the map screen as a blue

symbol at the top of the page. Press on it for 200 points or 600 points if pressed during powerhour and it

turns red. You can repeat collection of a polytag hourly. Hint there is a polytag you can collect from the

path outside of Beaudesert school if you are ever in the area.

February PE Codes codes will be emailed to you with instructions on how to add these to your account.

Please make sure after each PE lesson you are claiming your PE code! Every child has at least two PE

lessons a week! ☺

Thank you once again for all your hard work, let’s keep up our winning streak Heathwood, we can do it!

Any questions at all please see Miss Romaine ☺

Remember the top 10 children each week will receive 100 house points in Monday Assembly!



Our Value in February

is

HAPPINESS

A feeling of contentment brought about by special people,

objects or events

At school, as we show happiness in all our exciting activities, we will be thinking of the term

ahead and consider how we can bring happiness to our families and friends during this time. We

will help our pupils to realise that if everyone at Heathwood is to experience happiness, then

every member must play their part. We will emphasise that there are many parts of the world,

and indeed parts of our own country, which are not very happy places and we should think of

them too.

The most important thing to realise is that true happiness comes from within and that outside

influences, such as material possessions, only provide temporary happiness.

Thought for the month: ‘The happiness that you give to others is the happiness that comes

back to you.’

At home you can ask yourselves these questions: 'What makes you truly happy?’ and ‘How can
we help to make those around us feel happier?’ These questions should lead to some

interesting family discussions.

WOW!

Let us know how your child has demonstrated this month’s Value of

Happiness at home.



Community













St Leonard’s Church

Heath and Reach

St Leonard’s Holiday Club

FREE FUN ACTIVITY MORNING
Thursday 17th February

10-12noon

in St Leonard’s Church Hall followed by a Picnic.

Children need to bring a packed lunch,

cold drinks provided

Activities for 3-10 year olds, 3-6 year olds with accompanying an adult.

Exciting Forest School Session

COME AND ENJOY THE FUN

Booking Essential – phone:

Rosemary Young 01525 237345,

or Vera Paul 01525 375095


