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Well, December 1st arrives and Christmas begins in earnest this week!
Tuesday 1st December is our traditional Christmas Decorations Day and our
Awe and Wonder Celebration Assembly. We all spend the day using our cutting
and fine motor skills in preparation for Christmas (glitter at the ready!)
We finish the day with an Awe and Wonder Assembly and every child brings a
creation to decorate the tree in the Hall.
We will be totalling all House Points from this term and one house will be invited to wear
Mufti on Thursday 17th December.
We wish you all a very safe and festive Christmas and a Happy New Year and hope that you
are able to spend time with your loved ones.
Susanne Dove
Christmas at Heathwood
Christmas is a very busy time here and I’d like to take this opportunity to outline some of the
events that take place for those of you who are new to Heathwood. This year we have had to
adapt our usual plans in order to keep everyone as safe as we can:
Christmas Post Boxes - Post Boxes for the children to post their Christmas cards in, will
arrive in each class this year on Tuesday 1st December. These will be emptied on Fridays,
with the cards being distributed the following Monday. Please write the Class, as well as the
name, on the envelope to help with delivery. Last collection will be Friday 11th December
(this is to allow us time to distribute safely).
Christmas Performances (Class R and Pre-School)(Classes 1-4) - As usual, we are planning
a performance using our whole school December Text. This year our text is ‘The Nativity’. As
we are unable to perform altogether and invite you to the live performance, we are creating
virtual performances (Pre-Sch and Class R) and (Classes 1-4) which you will be able to view at
home via a ‘one time’ downloadable link. We will also produce DVDs which will be available for
purchase for delivery in the New Year.
Please look out for an email from your child’s class to let you know about their part and any
costume requirements. Please DO NOT feel obliged to spend money on a costume - we can do
a lot with a T-shirt and joggers or leggings, a pillowcase or a T-towel!
Christmas Dinner - Wednesday 16th December. All staff will join their class of children to
enjoy a super traditional Christmas Dinner which is prepared and cooked on-site by our lovely
kitchen staff. Christmas crackers will be provided. A letter will be coming out soon - please
return the slip for ALL children (even if your child is entitled to Universal free School Meals
- Classes R, 1 and 2) so the kitchen know how many to cater for.
Class Parties - Friday 18th December (NEW event in place of school Pantomime). I have
given each class a budget to plan and prepare their very own party - let’s see how they get on
with their party planning skills! (Nothing required from parents).

Christmas Jumper Day - Friday 18th December. Wear school uniform but with a
Christmas jumper instead of your school jumper or cardigan. This is a Save the Children
event - please bring £1 to support this charity or donate directly online to Save the Children
(not to the school bank account please).
PTA Donut Day - Friday 18th December. The PTA are holding a Krispy Kreme Donut day on
the last day of term. Single Donuts will be on sale during Tuckshop and will cost £1.00. Boxes
can be ordered to be collected from the playground at the end of the day.
Pre-School News
Goodness how time has flown; we will soon be starting our learning and
activities around the school story of ‘The Nativity’ as well as
discovering the antics of the Pre-School Christmas
Elf. Before we commence on our exploration and
learning about the Nativity, here are some photos
of us learning altogether about numbers and gaining
confidence in talking to others, as well as an activity
offered to the children to help them learn about
Diwali … it didn’t look quite the same after the
children had explored it, but they did have fun!
We will have some new children starting in Pre-School in January and our numbers are very
high with only one or two sessions available. We will be encouraging our well established
children to welcome our new starters and show them the Heathwood way.
Dates for your Diary
December
1st - Christmas Decorations Day
1st - Christmas Post Boxes arrive
16th - Children’s Christmas Dinner
17th - Mufti Day for winning house
18th - Wear a Christmas Jumper
for charity (£1 donation)
18th - Class Christmas Parties
18th - PTA Donut Day
18th - Last Day of Term
January
4th - INSET day
5th - Back to School

Attendance
Attendance has been amazing this term! Many days, and
some weeks, we have had 100% attendance! I would like to
congratulate and thank you all :)
The National expectation for attendance is 96.20% and
currently our whole school attendance this term is 97.52%
School Gates and Security Reminder
The gates will be open in the mornings
between 8:55-9:05 Remember: school starts at 9.00
and in the afternoons: 3:25-3:35.
The arrangements at the school gates will continue into
the Spring Term with bubble wielding staffed gates!
Please continue to wear a mask and stay socially
distanced.

Council News
School Council
School Council are promoting Christmas Jumper Day again this year, no one needs to spend
lots of money, any festive or glittery top or jumper will be perfect. Please remember to make
a donation to Save the Children.
Eco-Council
The Eco Council have been putting their plans into action and have been picking up litter every
Thursday lunchtime. It has been a great success and lots of pupils have been joining in to
keep our school clean and tidy!

OFSTED Parentview
Please may I remind you to please spend a few minutes online completing the OFSTED
Parentview. At a time when prospective parents cannot visit schools to make a choice for
their child, Parentview is a reliable source of information from other parents like yourselves.
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/login?destination=/give-your-views
Charity News
Thank you for all the kind donations and money
that you have helped raise this term for charity.
All your Harvest gifts were donated to the
Leighton-Linslade COVID-19 Task Force and
they were very grateful for our support.
Jeans for Genes raised £123.70 by wearing
denim to school, and the Children in Need ‘Wear
something that makes you Happy’ raised
£260.69. As well as the donations from you, this
figure includes a fantastic £68.50 from the
tuck shop sales of Pudsey biscuits, and £31.79
raised by Naomi and Erin from Class 2 who
decided during lockdown that they wanted to
raise money for those less fortunate than
themselves. Well done girls and everyone!

Staffing
We have some new faces at Heathwood.
Welcome to Mrs Dixon and
Miss Voakes-Pearson who have joined us as
Midday Supervisors
We are also pleased to confirm that
Mr Ian Wilkins will be joining us after the
holiday to teach Class 3. Mr Wilkins is a
very experienced teacher and we look
forward to welcoming him to the team.
We will also bid farewell to Miss O’Reilly
at the end of term as she moves on to
pastures new. We wish her every success
in her new role.

Wow, what a great response we have had from our November challenges.
A super well done to everyone who took part. We have had quite a few
two-star challengers and they deserve a special mention; so here goes;
Well done to Emerson (R), Carina and Max M (1), Alyssia, Daniel M and
Freddie (3) and Chloe (4) … Great work! I do also hope that you have all had the opportunity to see
the lovely bugs and flowers created, which are place holders for the forthcoming flowers in the
troughs in Spring. I have to mention that the quality of these have been wonderful! Well done also to
our budding magicians who succeeded (or had a good go) at walking through a sheet of A4 paper.
December challenges
●

Creative: Use any type of medium to create your own snowy owl picture; this could be a
model, painting, collage or printing. Please add a background to your creation to
complete the picture. There are lots of examples on the challenge display board in the
hall.

●

Construction: Build a Lego snowflake. Again there are lots of examples on the challenge
display board. Once you have built it, take a photograph and send that in to me.

Have a super time challenging yourself and enjoy this last month before Christmas.
Mrs Elaine Dicocco
All entries are put on the Challenge Display in the Hall. Every child who enters into the challenge will
be awarded a Bright Ideas certificate and a small prize by Mrs Dicocco during the good work assembly.

Language of the term – Recap
A special mention should go to Chloe (Class 4) who has sent in her learning
about Spain. She has shared information that she knows, written some
phrases and illustrated what she has found out about that country… a merit
for her hard work is on its way to her. Please encourage your child/ren to
record and present their work carefully; they can choose whether to do this
through pictures and labels or writing sentences, but each piece of work
should be carefully presented so that it can be added to the display.

Our Value for December is

Patience

"Wait your turn." "Wait 'til you're bigger." We often ask children to
be patient, but developing this value takes time.
It’s hard to wait for things! Many children find it hard to be
PATIENT.
Patience is the ability to endure a difficult situation without complaining. It means showing
self-control and staying calm in the face of frustration or boredom. When you're patient, you
understand that some things are worth waiting for. But patience isn’t only passive waiting - it
means persevering when things get tough. Adults as well as children often get frustrated if
they don’t see immediate results. But at any age it's important to wait for the right time to
speak or act.
The question we ask when we explore any of our focus values in assembly is, How will
developing this value in my life change my thinking and behaviour?’
Patience is a value which can have a hugely positive effect on ourselves and those around us.

WOW! Let us know how your child has demonstrated this month’s Value of Patience at
home.

Community News

https://www.kidsout.org.uk/giving-tree/
We are again supporting the Leighton Buzzard based charity KidsOut
The KidsOut Giving Tree initiative invites you to buy a toy for a child in a local refuge home.
Many of the recipients are children who have escaped domestic violence, being
forced to flee their homes quickly and leave their possessions behind. Without
‘Giving Tree’, these children may not otherwise receive a gift at Christmas.
This year, due to COVID, we are happy to announce that the
Online ‘Giving Tree’ Shop is now live.
Simply select the gifts you wish to donate, add them to your cart and checkout! During
checkout there is the option to put in our school name and
this will allow us to track the school’s involvement.
The gifts you order via the online shop will not be delivered to you; but KidsOut guarantee
to provide the item to a child in refuge. You can also help further by ticking the Gift Aid box
at checkout which allows KidsOut to claim back up to 25% of the donation.
It is anticipated that donations will be far lower than in previous years, so they really need
your support to help more children living in refuge in the UK. Please share this link with your
work colleagues, family and friends and on social media.

