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Well, December arrives and Christmas begins in earnest this week! 

Monday 2nd is our traditional Christmas Decorations Day and our Awe and Wonder 

celebration assembly. We all spend the day using our cutting and fine motor skills in 

preparation for Christmas (glitter at the ready!)  We finish the day with an Awe and 

Wonder assembly and every child brings a creation to decorate the tree in the Hall. 

We are looking forward to having a great time at Heathwood’s Christmas Fayre on Friday 

6th December, please see the PTA letters and their Facebook page for more details. I 

hope you are able to join us and support the hard work of our PTA, we will be starting with 

the Choir singing, hot chocolate and sausage rolls on the playground at 3.30pm. 

We will be totalling all house points from this term and one house will be invited to wear 

Mufti on Thursday 19th December. 

We wish you all a very festive Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Susanne Dove 

Christmas at Heathwood 

Christmas is a very busy time here and I’d like to take this opportunity to outline some of 

the events that take place for those of you who are new to Heathwood: 

Christmas Post Box - We have a post box which opens in the Library on Monday 2nd 

December for the children to post their Christmas Cards in. Every day the box will be 

opened by Class 4 and the cards will be delivered.  Please write the Class, as well as the 

name, on the envelope to help with delivery. 

Christmas Performance (Classes 1-4) -Two performances, an afternoon at 2.00pm with a 

crèche (please sign up beforehand), and an evening at 6.00pm for adults only. Please make 

sure you order your tickets. 

Nativity Performance (Class R and Pre-School) - Parents and grandparents from Class R 

(and Pre School children who are taking part) are welcome at 2.30pm. Please make sure you 

order your tickets.  A crèche will be provided – please sign up beforehand. 

Christmas Panto - M&M Productions comes to Heathwood to entertain the children with a 

traditional pantomime – this year it is to be Beauty and the Beast. We are very grateful to 

the PTA who part fund this event which means we are able to keep the cost down for 

parents. 

Christmas Dinner - All staff join the children to enjoy a super traditional Christmas dinner 

which is prepared and cooked on-site by our lovely kitchen staff. As suggested by our Eco 

Council, we have decided against providing Christmas crackers this year in a bid to save 

paper and plastic, and are asking all children and staff to bring a festive head adornment to 

wear (Christmas hat, hairband etc.) Letter coming out soon - please return the slip for ALL 

children, so the kitchen who how many to cater for. 

Christmas Jumper Day 20th December - Wear school uniform but with a Christmas 

jumper instead of your school jumper or cardigan. This is a Save the Children event - please 

bring £1 to support this charity. We will be holding a second hand Christmas jumper sale at 

the PTA Fayre on 6th December - please donate any Christmas jumpers that your child has 

grown out of (and buy one that now fits!) so that we can raise even more money for  

Save the Children. 

 



 

Carol Service at St Leonard’s Church 20th December- We walk to St Leonard’s Church 

for a Christmas Service at 2pm led by Class 4. Parents and carers are welcome to join us 

for the service and the walk (please let the School office know and be at school by 1.45pm).  

However, please note that it is a very small church and guests are limited to standing room 

at the back of the church or seating in the gallery. 

Pre-School News 
Goodness how time has flown; we will soon be starting our discovery of Christmas around the world.   

We will have some new children starting in Pre-School in January so will be relying on our ‘older’ 

children to welcome them and show them the Heathwood way.  As Christmas is a good time for 

family photos, please remember we are wanting to update our family board in Pre-School.  The 

children do like to talk about their families and what they do at home, so this 

does promote good language and communication.    

We have been enjoying some wonderful learning and exploring activities in 

Pre-School and here is a picture of some of us at one of our regular 

activities; we get together and help to make the play dough and then get to 

play with it making our own wonderful creations … lots of learning as we play!   

 

Dates for your Diary 

December 

4th Crazy Hair Day  

5th Class 2 Coventry Transport 

Museum Trip 

6th Flu Immunisation 

6th  Pantomime – Beauty and the 

Beast 

6th PTA Christmas Fayre 3.30pm 

onwards 

11th Children’s Christmas Dinner 

12th School Closed for Election 

13th Class 4 Carol Concert at All 

Saints Church 

17th  Christmas Performance with 

crèche, 2.00pm 

TBA Choir singing at Swiss Cottage 

18th  Class R/Pre-School Nativity 

Performance with crèche, 2.30pm 

19th  Mufti Day for winning house 

19th  Christmas  Performance 

Adults only 6.00pm 

20th  Wear a Christmas Jumper for 

charity (£1) 

20th Out of School Achievement 

Assembly 

20th Carol Service at St Leonard’s 

Church 2.00pm 

20th Last Day of Term 

January 

3rd  INSET day  

6th  Back to School 

Attendance 

Message from Central Bedfordshire… 

"It is a myth that missing school even for a short time is 

harmless to a child's education”. 

"Our evidence shows missing the equivalent of just one 

week a year from school can mean a child is significantly 

less likely to achieve good GCSE grades, having a lasting 

effect on their life chances." 

The National expectation for attendance is 96.20% and 

currently our whole school attendance this term is 

96.15%. 

School Gates and Security Reminder 

The gates from Cotefield Drive and Heath Road will be 

open in the mornings between 7:50-8:15 and 8:40-9:10 

and in the afternoons: 3:15-3:45. Reminder, the bell 

goes at 8:55 and doors close at 9:00. After that you 

need to register your child at the School Office. 

Governor Vacancy 

An election will be taking place in the Spring Term for a 

Parent Governor. If you feel you could make a difference 

to Heathwood Lower School, and would be interested in 

this role, please speak to Sue Wilkins in the Office. 

The term of office of Jonathan Young, one of our 

current Parent Governors, will end soon and he will be 

standing for re-election. As there is a statutory time 

frame to parent elections which would mean a period of 

being without him while elections take place, the 

governing body has decided that in the interests of 

continuity, he will continue to serve/act as a governor 

until this is concluded.  



 

Council News 

Thank you for all the kind donations and money that you have helped raise this term for 

charity.  All your Harvest gifts were donated to the Leighton Buzzard Food Bank at The 

Black Horse and they were very grateful for our continued support.  Jeans for Genes 

raised £120.80 by wearing denim to school, and £95.68 went to Macmillan Cancer Support 

after our successful coffee morning. Last month the Poppy Appeal raised £59.39 and the 

Children in Need ‘Spotacular’ raised £219.70. 

 

Eco-Council 

“When car engines are left running, it ruins the air quality outside school and is dangerous 

for us all. Please turn your engines off!"  

Henry Lewington, Eco Council Member 

 

Book People ‘Big Book Boost’ 

Would you like to grab a bargain and help school 

too?  The Book People’s Big Book Boost can help 

you do that.  When you order £10 of books online, 

select Heathwood at the checkout and you can 

donate £1 to the school for us to buy books. 

Go to: 

https://www.thebookpeople.co.uk/bigbookboost  

School Games Platinum Award 

We are very proud to have now 

received our School Games Platinum 

Award! This shows our commitment to 

sport and we are proud of everything 

we are achieving. 

 
Wanted… 

If you are having a tidy up before or after 

Christmas, we are on the lookout for Lego, Duplo, 

small vehicles and Lego/Playmobil sized people for 

our children to play with at playtimes. Any 

donations would be gratefully received. 

 

 

 

Value of December –  

Patience 

   
We are again supporting the Leighton Buzzard based charity KidsOut and will have a 

Giving Tree in school from Monday 2nd December.  The KidsOut Giving Tree initiative invites 

you to buy a toy for a child in a local refuge home. Many of the recipients are children who 

have escaped domestic violence, being forced to flee their homes quickly and leave their 

possessions behind. Without Giving Tree, these children may not otherwise receive a gift 

at Christmas.  In the lead up to Christmas, decorative tags with a child’s, age, and 

suggested gift are placed on our tree, with you being invited to take a tag and buy the 

present for up to £10. Please don’t wrap your gift, but bring it to school by Wednesday 

11th December and place it under the tree. We will deliver all the gifts to KidsOut in 

Leighton Buzzard who will distribute to children in local refuges. 

A big thank you to Mr Purton at Dobbies Garden Centre for generously providing us with 

our Giving Tree Christmas tree. 

https://www.thebookpeople.co.uk/bigbookboost


 

Hello again, here we are with the December challenge.  We haven’t had 

very many challengers this month … perhaps you are all too busy getting 

ready for Christmas.  However, don’t forget if you have some super 

ideas for challenges/activities you and your friends would like to do, 

please let me know.  I would like to give a mention to both Freddie and Maisy in classes 2 and 4 

because they always try to complete at least one challenge every month.  This month they made a 

scene around their volcano with pictures of people running away; well done them!        

December challenges 
 

 Research challenge:  How do Arctic animals keep warm? 
 Word challenge:  Write and illustrate/decorate your favourite word. 

 Creative challenge:  Make a glue resist winter painting. 
 

Just as a reminder; we have a focus on our presentation in school and I would like to see this in our 

challenges … please present your work with care and attention on a nice piece of paper; this shows 

me how much you have enjoyed doing it and your pride in your own achievement.   

Have a super time challenging yourself and enjoy this last month before Christmas.     

 

Mrs Elaine Dicocco  

All entries are put on the Challenge Display in the Hall. Every child who enters into the challenge will 

be awarded a Bright Ideas certificate and a small prize by Mrs Dicocco during our celebration 

assemblies. 

Language of the term – Sinhalese 
We are now revisiting some of the words we have been learning in Sinhalese.  We will also be learning 

(later this month) about Christmas in Sri Lanka.  Last week, we learnt about the Blue Prince, can 

your children tell you anything about the stories?  I would like to say a well done to Polly in Class R 

for bringing in a decorated elephant from Sri Lanka for us and talking to the children in assembly 

about it.   

Well done :  හ ොඳට කලා  hon ̆da takala 

Goodbye  :  ආයුහ ෝවන්  iyubowan 

Our Value for December is 

Patience 
"Wait your turn." "Wait 'til you're bigger." We often ask children to 

be patient, but developing this value takes time. 

 

It’s hard to wait for things! Many children find it hard to be 

PATIENT. 

 

Patience is the ability to endure a difficult situation without complaining. It means showing 

self-control and staying calm in the face of frustration or boredom. When you're patient, 

you understand that some things are worth waiting for. But patience isn’t only passive 

waiting - it means persevering when things get tough. Adults as well as children often get 

frustrated if they don’t see immediate results. But at any age it's important to wait for 

the right time to speak or act.                                                                                                                                                                                         

The question we ask when we explore any of our focus values in assembly is, How will 

developing this value in my life change my thinking and behaviour?’ 

Patience is a value which can have a hugely positive effect on ourselves and those around 

us. 



 

WOW! Let us know how your child has demonstrated this month’s Value of Patience at 

home. 

 

 

  

 

 

 
Community News 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Was your child born between 
                                 1 September 2015 and 31 August 2016? 
                                                        

They will start school in September 2020,  

 so you need to apply  for a School place by  

15  January 2020 

                                                                                                Apply online at www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/admissions 

You can also complete a paper application form which is available 
from your local school or by contacting School Admissions 

admissions@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk   0300 300 8037 

              A great place to live and work. 

 

 

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/admissions
mailto:admissions@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk


 

 

 

 
 

 

       


