
Food and farming
The ancient Sumerians 
grew their food in 
the fertile soil next to 
the rivers. Plenty of 
food meant that the 
population grew and 
there were crops to trade. The plough made farming 
easier and allowed people time to develop new skills.
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Cities
The ancient 
Egyptians built cities 
on the fertile banks 
of the Nile, with easy 
access to water for 
crops and drinking. 
Most cities had a surrounding wall and two entrances. 
A main road ran through the centre of the city. Smaller, 
narrower streets connected to the main road. People 
lived in mudbrick houses, which were often two storeys 
high, with an open courtyard. 

Cities
After nomadic 
people settled down 
as farmers instead 
of hunter-gatherers, 
small villages grew 
into cities. Public 
buildings and 
temples were built, surrounded by a protective wall. 
Cities, such as Uruk and Ur, had ports on the river for 
trade and canals for irrigation. The ancient Sumerians 
used mud bricks to build homes and huge ziggurats. 
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