
Newsletter 

Thursday 22nd September 2011
Dear Parents,
Harvest Assembly – reminder 

Our Harvest Assembly will take place tomorrow, Friday 23rd September at 2.45p.m. Prior to this, parents are invited to join us for our Garden Show and refreshments from 2pm.  All parents are invited to join us.

No Pens Day 
On Wednesday 28th September the whole school is taking part in No Pens Day Wednesday, an initiative to help support children’s speech, language and communication development. 

No Pens Day Wednesday is being run by the Hello campaign as part of the national year of communication. 

So what is No Pens Day Wednesday?

The aim of the day is to encourage and develop speaking and listening skills, which is a part of the national curriculum.  

For one day, pupils in the school will put down their pens and all lessons will focus on speaking and listening rather than writing. Teachers will assess what children in their class have learnt and listen to what pupils say about learning through speaking and listening.

Why are we taking part?

Reading and writing are very important and valuable skills but people are often not aware of how important speaking and listening skills are. Schools that include speaking and listening in a planned and structured way for children in their lessons see improvement in their standards. Ofsted inspectors are noticing more and more that speaking and listening is a really important factor for good teaching and learning in successful schools.

Find out more at www.hello.org.uk.
Parent Consultation Evenings

Parent consultation evenings will take place on Monday 10th October and Thursday 13th October from 3.45 – 6.00p.m.  Appointment lists will be available in your child’s classroom from Monday 26th September.  These appointments are for you to find out how your child has settled into their new class and for the class teachers to share your child’s targets with you.  Please come into the classroom to sign up for an appointment.

Whole School Cinema Visit

As part of National Schools Film Week on Friday 14th October we are taking all the children to the Library Theatre in Leighton Buzzard to see the film ‘Animals United’    

We will be travelling, to the Library Theatre in Leighton Buzzard, by coach (with seat belts), leaving school at 9.30 a.m.  The film starts at 10.00 a.m. and lasts approximately 1 hour 30 minutes so we should be back at school just before midday, in time for lunch.  There is no cost for the cinema tickets and the PTA are kindly funding the transport however we do need written consent for your child to participate.  Please complete the consent form at the end of the letter and return to the school office by Monday 10th October.
Yours sincerely

Barbara Hutchinson
(-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Cinema Visit
Name of Child ______________________________  Class ______________

I give permission for my child to visit Leighton Buzzard Theatre on Friday 14th  October. 

Signed _______________________________________________ 

