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Newsletter 

Monday 12th September 2011
Dear Parents,
Parental Questionnaire

I would like to thank all the parents who took the time to complete and return the recent questionnaire and particularly to those parents that quantified answers with comments. This year we had 66 responses - approximately 48% of parents.  In terms of questionnaire responses this was a very good return rate.  Parental ‘satisfaction’ (agreement with the statements) is around 90%.

I strongly believe in the importance of the school-home partnership and the role this plays in providing high quality learning for all of the children. The responses to the questionnaire have helped us to evaluate school practice and look at ways to improve.  I am planning to invite some parents in to help explore these responses in more detail and areas with negative responses will be included in the school development plan for us to address. 

Ranked agreement
	The arrangements for my son or daughter to settle in when he or she started the school were good.
	66

	Teaching is good
	65

	My child likes school
	64

	Staff expect my child to work hard and do his or her best
	63

	The school is well thought of within the local community
	63

	I would recommend the school to new parents
	63

	There is a good range of activities that my child finds interesting and enjoyable
	63

	Staff treat my child fairly
	63

	The school is a safe place
	61

	I feel comfortable about approaching the school with questions or a problem or complaint
	60

	My child is making good progress
	59

	The school is led and managed well
	58

	Staff encourage my child to become mature and independent
	58

	The school sets good standards of behaviour
	58

	Staff explain how I can help my child at home.
	55

	I am kept well informed about how my child is getting on
	53

	The school seeks the views of parents and takes account of their suggestions and concerns
	52

	The school provides appropriate homework
	51

	My child is not bullied or harassed at school 
	51

	The school has good provision for children with special educational needs
	48


Ranked disagreement

	The school provides appropriate homework
	7

	I am kept well informed about how my child is getting on
	5

	Staff explain how I can help my child at home  
	4

	My child is making good progress
	3

	The school seeks the views of parents and takes account of their suggestions and concerns
	2

	I feel comfortable about approaching the school with questions or a problem or complaint
	2

	The school is a safe place 
	2

	The school sets good standards of behaviour
	2

	My child is not bullied or harassed at school
	2

	The school is well led and managed
	1

	Staff treat my child fairly
	1

	I would recommend the school to new parents
	1

	Staff expect my child to work hard and do his or her best
	1


Heathwood Harriers
Training is held every Saturday morning during term time at 9.00 – 10.30 in the school field, all children are welcome.  The club is open to all children attending Heathwood; however the coaches are all volunteers and ask that children in classes R, 1 and 2 have a responsible adult present during the training session.  Children in classes 3 and 4 must provide an emergency telephone number and be collected promptly at the end of each session if their parents are not staying.  The training is all about having fun.  Football also encourages fitness and exercise, builds confidence and helps make new friends – so we hope lots of boys and girls come along.  Training this term begins next Saturday (17th September).

There is a charge of £1.50 per child; the money is used towards the purchase of new equipment and an end of season party/activity.

If you would like more information about the football or can offer to help out please contact Simon Kelly (Ryan’s dad) on 07894010557 or simon.kelly1@tesco.net
Harvest Festival and Garden Show
Harvest Assembly

This year the gifts from our harvest assembly will once again be for the Leighton Linslade Homeless Service.  The group provide accommodation for local homeless people in church halls overnight and provide an evening meal and breakfast; they also run a weekly drop in centre.  Gifts that they would find useful include:
· Rice / Pasta
· Tinned fish / meat
· Baked Beans

· Soup
· Shower gel / Soap
· Breakfast cereal – variety packs

· Tooth paste / tooth brush

· Long life fruit juice

· Tinned fruit

· Long life milk

· Pot noodles
Harvest gifts may be brought into school from Wednesday 21st September and the assembly will take place on Friday 23rd  September at 2.45p.m.  All parents are invited to join us.
Garden Show
This year we will again be combining our Harvest Festival Celebration with our annual garden show.  Parents, family and friends are invited into school from 2pm to view the various displays and competition entries.  We will be having a plant bring and buy sale and a cake stall and all donations for these will be gratefully received.  Refreshments will also be available; provided by the school council.
If your child would like to enter any of the competitions please fill in the attached entry form and return it to school by Wednesday 21st September.  There will be prizes for each age group – Reception, years 1 & 2 and year 3 & 4
Yours sincerely

Barbara Hutchinson


Entry Form - to be returned to school by Wednesday 21st  September
Name …………………………………………………………………….     Class………………………………………………………

Please tick the competitions you would like to take part in:                  [image: image1.wmf]
· Tallest Sunflower - the sunflower should be measured and the child photographed next to their sunflower.  (
[image: image3.wmf]
· The longest runner bean - to be brought in and judged at the show ( 
· The funniest shaped vegetable - to be brought in and judged at the show (

· Cookery competition – bake and decorate 4 Fairy Cakes (
· A Garden on a tray.  (
