
Newsletter 

Thursday 8th September 2011
Dear Parents,

I hope you all had an enjoyable and restful break and I would like to welcome everyone back to school for the new school year.  The autumn term, as usual, is looking busy with the Harvest and Christmas events, various visits and activities.
Parking 

I recently had a meeting with local residents to discuss parking and traffic issues related to the daily dropping off and picking up of pupils.  Residents in Chiltern Gardens, Heath Park Road and Cotefield Drive are experiencing inconsiderate parking across their driveways which make entry and exit from their homes problematic; some cars block pavement access and some are parked on road junctions, which block views for emerging traffic and make crossing the road with children and pushchairs dangerous. I appeal strongly to all parents to park and drive in the proximity of the school in a manner which does not cause inconvenience to our local residents and ensures the safety of all children and adults.  I would also like to take this opportunity to remind you that the landlord of ‘The Star’ public house allows parents to park in the pub car park when dropping off and picking up their children.
SNACKS – reminder 
Children are allowed to bring a ‘healthy snack’, e.g. a piece of fruit, vegetable or cheese, for morning break.  Children in classes R, 1 and 2 will continue to receive fresh fruit as part of the Government’s ‘Schools Fruit and Vegetables Scheme’.
*No sweets, chocolates or crisps, please
Harvest Festival and Garden Show – Friday 23rd September.
This year we have decided to combine our Harvest Festival Celebration once again with a garden show.  The harvest festival celebration will begin at 2.45pm, however, parents, family and friends are invited into school from 2pm to view the various displays and competition entries.  Refreshments will also be available. At the garden show there will be a number of competitions for the children to enter. There will be prizes for each age group:

Reception
-
 Years 1 & 2
 
-
   Years 3 & 4

· Tallest Sunflower - the sunflower should be measured and the child photographed next to their sunflower. 

· The longest runner bean - to be brought in and judged at the show

· The funniest shaped vegetable - to be brought in and judged at the show

· Cookery competition
· Garden on a tray – to be brought in and judged at the show
There will also be a ‘bring and buy’ plant and vegetable sale so if you do have a glut of vegetables or are thinning out perennials please bring them along for the sale. 

Programmes, entry forms and further information will be available from Monday 12th September. 
New Members of Staff

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome two new members of staff to the school, Miss Faye Turner our new Year 2 teacher and Mr. Simon Clowes our new Site Agent.

Year 3 Swimming

Year 3 swimming will commence on Monday 12th September.  Please ensure that the children have their swimming kit and a towel in school every Monday. Swimming trunks are preferred for boys, but if swimming shorts are worn they must be above the knees.  Girls should wear one piece swimming costumes.  Swimming goggles are not allowed unless a child needs prescription goggles or has serious eye problems.  Both boys and girls  need swimming hats.
Autumn Term Dates
There are a number of dates already in the diary for you to note down:
September 

Monday 12th 

-  Year 3 Swimming commences 

Tuesday 20th 
- Year 4 visit ~ Holdenby Hall

Wednesday 21st 
- Harvest Lunch

Friday 23rd

- Garden Show & Harvest Festival ~ from 2p.m.

Wednesday 28th 
- No pens day

October

Thursday 6th 

- Poetry Day

Monday 10th 

- Parents Evening – 3.45 -6.00pm

Wednesday 12th 
- Food for Life ~ Roast Dinner Day

Thursday 13th 
- Parents Evening – 3.45 -6.00pm

Friday 21st 

- PTA Halloween Party

November 

Friday 4th 

- Individual Photographs

Tuesday 8th 

-Yr 3/4 Faith Tour

Thursday 17th 
- Class 3 Assembly 2.30pm

December 

Monday 5th 

- Dress rehearsal 10am

Wednesday 7th 
- Christmas Production 2pm

Thursday 8th 

- Christmas Production 7pm

Saturday 10th 
- Christmas Fayre 12 – 2pm

Wednesday 14th 
- Class R Nativity 10am

- School Christmas Dinner

Thursday 15th 
- Christmas Entertainment pm
Yours sincerely
