
Newsletter 

Friday 11th September 2009
Dear Parents,

I hope you all had an enjoyable and restful break and I would like to welcome everyone back to school for the new school year.  The autumn term, as usual, is looking busy with the Harvest and Christmas events, various visits and activities.
Harvest Festival and Garden Show on Friday 25th September
This year we have decided to combine our Harvest Festival Celebration with our first garden show.  The harvest festival celebration will begin at 2.45pm, however, parents, family and friends are invited into school from 2pm to view the various displays and competition entries.  Refreshments will also be available.

At the garden show there will be a number of competitions for the children to enter their vegetables in. There will be prizes for each age group:

Reception
-
 Years 1 & 2
 
-
   Years 3 & 4

· Tallest Sunflower - the sunflower should be measured and the child photographed next to their sunflower. 

· The longest runner bean - to be brought in and judged at the show

· The longest carrot - to be brought in and judged at the show

· The funniest shaped vegetable - to be brought in and judged at the show

· Cookery competition

There will also be a ‘bring and buy’ plant and vegetable sale so if you do have a glut of vegetables or are thinning out perennials please bring them along for the sale. 

Programmes, entry forms and further information will be available from Monday 14th September. 
Parental Questionnaire

I would like to thank all the parents who took the time to complete and return the recent questionnaire and particularly to those parents that quantified answers with comments.  I strongly believe in the importance of the school-home partnership and the role this plays in providing high quality learning for all of the children. The responses to the questionnaire have helped us to evaluate school practice and look at ways to improve.  Areas with negative responses will be included in the school development plan for us to address.
103 questionnaires were sent out and 50 (51%) were returned.  In terms of questionnaire responses this was a very good return rate.  Parental ‘satisfaction’ (agreement with the statements) is around 98%. And this is an improvement of 6% on last year.
Ranked agreement
	My Child is making good progress
	50

	I am happy with the values and attitudes that the school teaches
	50

	The school sets good standards of behaviour
	50 

	I would recommend the school to new parents
	50

	The school works well to ensure attendance 
	50

	The school encourages parents to play an active part in the life of the school
	50

	I am made to feel welcome in the school
	50

	The school is well thought of within the local community
	50

	Most pupils have a positive attitude to the school and want to do well
	50

	Staff are committed to the work and want all pupils to achieve high standards
	50

	The school is well organised
	50

	Pupils and teachers respect one another which helps to create a good working atmosphere
	50

	I would recommend the school to new parents
	50

	My child likes school
	49

	The school has high expectations of staff and pupils
	49

	Pupils are generally well behaved and well mannered
	49

	There is good leadership 
	49

	The school communicates with parents regularly
	49

	If I have a concern about the school, I know someone appropriate will listen to me
	49

	I am informed if my child is finding particular areas difficult
	48

	I get all the information I need to help me
	48

	The school has good provision for children with special educational needs
	47

	The school is a safe place
	47

	I am aware of the role and responsibilities of the Governors in the school
	47

	My child is set the right amount of work to do at home 
	45

	The school has some provision for able and gifted 
	45


Ranked disagreement

	The school has some provision for able and gifted 
	5

	My child is set the right amount of work to do at home 
	5

	I am aware of the role and responsibilities of the Governors in the school
	3

	The school is a safe place
	3

	The school has good provision for children with special educational needs
	3

	I get all the information I need to help me
	2

	I am informed if my child is finding particular areas difficult
	2

	If I have a concern about the school, I know someone appropriate will listen to me
	1

	The school communicates with parents regularly
	1

	There is good leadership
	1

	Pupils are generally well behaved and well mannered
	1

	The school has high expectations of staff and pupils
	1

	My child likes school
	1


New Members of Staff
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Mrs Julie Allard to the teaching staff at Heathwood as teacher in charge of Language Provision. 
The school supports the Pilgrim Partnership’s School Centred Initial Teacher Training Programme (SCITT)).  I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Ms. Kirsty Ashby and Ms. Sarah Bates who will be working in the school over the coming year.
Urgently Required

MIDDAY SUPERVISOR 

Rate of pay - £6.04 per hour
Reliable team worker to begin as soon as possible.

12.00 – 1.15 each school day during term time

Further information and application form available from the school office.

Autumn Term Dates

There are a number of dates already in the diary for you to note down:
Thursday 17th September – Individual & Family Photographs

Thursday 24th September – KS2 Football Tournament
 Friday 25th September –Garden Show & Harvest from 2.00p.m
Thursday 1st October – PTA AGM 7.30pm
Tuesday 6th  October – Class 4 Trip ~ Holdenby Hall
Monday 12th October/Thursday 15th Parents evenings 3.45p.m. – 6.00p.m
Wednesday 14th October – Multi-sport Tournament am KS1, pm KS2

Wednesday 21st – KS2 Netball Tournament  

Monday 2nd  November – School Closed ~ Staff Training Day

Tuesday 3rd November – KS2 Faith Tour
Thursday 19th November ~ Class 2 trip Stockwood Discovery Centre

16th – 20th   November – Anti-Bullying Week

Wednesday 9th December – Christmas Production ~ afternoon performance 2.30p.m.
Thursday 10th December – Christmas Production ~ evening performance 7pm 
Wednesday 16th December – Class R Nativity 10am
Thursday 17th  December – School Christmas dinner
Thursday 18th December – Carol Service 2p.m.
School Photographs

The school photographer will be in school on Thursday 17th September from 8.45am to take individual photographs of the children, together with their siblings.  If you wish to have your children photographed together please fill in the attached form. There is also the opportunity for pre-school children to have individual photographs – if you wish your toddler to be photographed please indicate on the reply slip.
Saturday Morning Football

The new football season has already started with Saturday morning football training sessions from 9.00 to 10.30 on the school field.  The training is firstly about having fun.  Football also encourages fitness and exercise, builds confidence and helps make new friends – so we hope lots of boys and girls come along.  

The club is open to all children attending Heathwood, however the coaches are all volunteers and ask that children in classes R, 1 and 2 have a responsible adult present during the training session.  Children in classes 3 and 4 must provide an emergency telephone number and be collected promptly at the end of each session if their parents are not staying. 

 We will be pleased to welcome any newcomers who would like to show off their football skills.  Just turn up on the day with boots and shin pads and register.  There is a fee for each session of £1.50 which goes towards new equipment and social events.
For more information please telephone Steve Rivers (Tom class 3) on 01525 850121.
We look forward to seeing you all on Saturdays.  
Steve, Nick, Simon and Rob

Yours sincerely,
Barbara Hutchinson

Headteacher
School Photographs

Name………………………………………………………………………….  Class……………………………………………..

I would like my child to be photographed with …………………………………….in class………………….

I would like my toddler (name……………………………………………….) photographed separately   (
