
Newsletter 

Thursday 2nd September 2010
Dear Parents,

I hope you all had an enjoyable and restful break and I would like to welcome everyone back to school for the new school year.  The autumn term, as usual, is looking busy with the Harvest and Christmas events, various visits and activities.
This term the school has made some changes to the way the curriculum is taught for History, Geography, Science, Art, Design Technology, ICT and some Literacy; moving away from stand-alone subject based lessons to a more integrated topic based curriculum. This will give us more flexibility, provide the children with more obvious links between the subjects and enable us to create a more personalised curriculum incorporating key skills that can transfer into life long learning skills.  We will however continue to teach the majority of Mathematics, R.E and some Literacy and P.E. as stand-alone subjects.
School Awards and Successes
I am pleased to be able to tell you we have now heard that we have successfully achieved the Full International School Award for the second time and accreditation as a Fairtrade School for the third time.
Jill Hopkins our school cook has also been awarded Eden Foodservice, Bedfordshire Cook of the Year.  So a big well done and thank you to her for all the support she has given the school in achieving the ‘Food For Life Bronze Award’.
Fairtrade Council Tuck Shop
Over the last year profits from the Fairtrade Council tuck shop have continued to support Abdulai, a child in Sierra Leone; they have also donated £100 to the Playground Buddies for playtime equipment, £100 to the midday supervisors for lunchtime equipment and games and a further £100 for special needs equipment.  Thank you to everyone for supporting the tuck shop.  The tuck shop is open every Friday at morning break and children are allowed to bring in 50p / £1 to purchase snacks.

SNACKS – reminder 
Children are allowed to bring a ‘healthy snack’, e.g. a piece of fruit or cheese, for morning break.  Children in classes R, 1 and 2 will continue to receive fresh fruit as part of the Government’s ‘Schools Fruit and Vegetables Scheme’.
*No sweets, chocolates or crisps, please
Parental Questionnaire

I would like to thank all the parents who took the time to complete and return the recent questionnaire and particularly to those parents that quantified answers with comments. This year we had 51 responses - approximately 41% of parents.  I strongly believe in the importance of the school-home partnership and the role this plays in providing high quality learning for all of the children. The responses to the questionnaire have helped us to evaluate school practice and look at ways to improve.  I am planning to invite some parents in to help explore these responses in more detail and areas with negative responses will be included in the school development plan for us to address. 
Ranked agreement
	My Child likes school 
	51

	I would recommend the school to new parents
	51

	Teaching is good
	51 

	The school is led and managed well
	51

	The arrangements for my son or daughter to settle in when he or she started the school were good. 
	51

	Staff expect my child to work hard and do his or her best
	51

	Staff encourage my child to become mature and independent
	51

	The school is well thought of within the local community
	51

	Staff treat my child fairly 
	51

	There is a good range of activities that my child finds interesting and enjoyable
	51

	The school provides appropriate homework 
	51

	The school has good provision for SEN
	51

	My child is making good progress
	50

	The school sets good standards of behaviour
	50

	I feel comfortable about approaching the school with questions or a problem or complaint
	50

	The school is a safe place
	49

	I am kept well informed about how my child is getting on
	48

	The school seeks the views of parents and takes account of their suggestions and concerns
	48

	Staff explain how I can help my child at home.
	47

	My child is not bullied or harassed at school 
	47


Ranked disagreement

	My child is not bullied or harassed at school
	5

	Staff explain how I can help my child at home  
	4

	The school seeks the views of parents and takes account of their suggestions and concerns
	3

	I am kept well informed about how my child is getting on
	3

	The school is a safe place 
	2

	I feel comfortable about approaching the school with questions or a problem or complaint
	1

	My child is making good progress
	1

	The school sets good standards of behaviour
	1


Harvest Festival and Garden Show – Friday 24th September.
This year we have decided to combine our Harvest Festival Celebration once again with a garden show.  The harvest festival celebration will begin at 2.45pm, however, parents, family and friends are invited into school from 2pm to view the various displays and competition entries.  Refreshments will also be available. At the garden show there will be a number of competitions for the children to enter. There will be prizes for each age group:

Reception
-
 Years 1 & 2
 
-
   Years 3 & 4

· Tallest Sunflower - the sunflower should be measured and the child photographed next to their sunflower. 

· The longest runner bean - to be brought in and judged at the show

· The funniest shaped vegetable - to be brought in and judged at the show

· Cookery competition
· Garden on a tray – to be brought in and judged at the show
There will also be a ‘bring and buy’ plant and vegetable sale so if you do have a glut of vegetables or are thinning out perennials please bring them along for the sale. 

Programmes, entry forms and further information will be available from Monday 13th September. 
New Members of Staff

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Mrs Karen Layzell to the teaching staff at Heathwood as a part-time teacher in year 1 and also Mrs Lynette Wallace and Mrs Nicolette Sheehy supporting in classes 1 and R respectively.

Autumn Term Dates
There are a number of dates already in the diary for you to note down:
Tuesday 21st September – Class 4 Trip ~ Holdenby Hall
Friday 24th September – Harvest Assembly and Garden Show ~ from 2pm.

Tuesday 28th September – Class 1 trip ~ Whipsnade Zoo
Monday 11th October & Thursday 14th Parents evenings 3.45p.m. – 6.00p.m
Wednesday 13th October – Whole School trip ~ Milton Keynes Theatre to see ‘Georges Marvellous Medicine’

Monday 1st November – School Closed ~ Staff Training Day

Friday 5th November – School Photographs ~ Individual children and families
15th – 19th   November – Anti-Bullying Week

Wednesday 8th December – Christmas Production ~ afternoon performance 2.30p.m.
Thursday 9th December – Christmas Production ~ evening performance 7pm 
Wednesday 15th December – Class R Nativity 10am
Wednesday 15th   December – School Christmas dinner
Thursday 16th December – Children’s Christmas Entertainment 
Friday 17th December – Carol Service 2p.m.
Yours sincerely
